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To the R E A D E R. 


HE Letters of Mr, Samuel Rutherford, have been 
generally admired by zl the childien of God, into 
whole hands they have fallen, for the vein of piety, 
truſt in God, and holy zeal, which run through them. 
The ſame piety, zeal, and confidence in God, ſhine 
through all the letters of Mr. Alleine ſo that in this 
rElpett he may well be ſtiled, The 1 Rutherford. 
But yet there is a very diſcernable difference between 
them: in piety and fervour of ſpirit they are the ſame: 
but the fervour of the one more reſembles that of St. 
Paul, of the other, that of St. John, They were both 
men of the moſt intrepid courage : but in love Mr. Al- 
leine has the pre-eminence, He ſeems to excel in bowels 
of mercy, meekneſs, gentleneſs, in tenderneſs, mild- 
neſs, and ſweetnels of ſpirit, even to his bittereſt ene- 
mies. I do not therefore ſcruple to give theſe Letters 
the preference, even to Mr, Rutherford's:. as expreſling, 
in a {till higher degree, the love that is long-{uffering 
and kind, which 1s not provoked, which thinketh no 
evil, and which hopeth, believeth, and endureth all 


things. | 
JOHN WESLEY, 


Loxpon, March 7, 1767. 


E Ebenen 
CHRISTIAN LETTERS. 
LETTER I. 53 6 


To his Wirz, concerning his Acceptance of Tauntons 


My dear Heart, 


I Y this time I hope thou haſt received mine, touching 
en 1 Taunton. I find my heart much inclining that way. 
to will tell thee the principles upon which I go. 
ty, 1. I lay this for a foundation, That a man's life con- 
m. Fiſts not in the abundance of the things that he poſ- 
nec ſeſſeth. It was accounted a wiſe prayer that Agur put 
up, to be fed with food convenient for him, And cer- 
tain it is, that where men have leaſt of the world, they 
eſteem it leaſt, and live more by faith in God, caſting 
their care and burden upon him, O the ſweet breathing 
Ste Jof David's ſoul! The ſtrong actings of his faith when 
th his condition was low and mean! How fully doth he, 
rely upon God. And certainly could we that are un- 
experienced, but feel the thorns of thole cares and 
d- troubles, that there are in gathering and keeping much, 
ne- and the dangef when riches increaſe. of ſetting our 
ers hearts upon them, we ſhould prize the ics. of a 
183 Ymiddle condition, Doubtleſs, godlineſs with content=, - 
ng ment is great gain. Seckeſt thou great things for thy- 
no ſelf, (ſaid the Prophet to Baruch) ſeek them not.“ Cer- 
all Ftainly a good conſcience is a continual feaſt, and enough 
N for a happy life. 3 
ö 2. I take this for an undoubted truth, that a dram of 

grace is better than a talent of wealth; and therefore 
ſuch a place where we had little to do with the world, 
to take off our thoughts from the things of eternity, 
and had the advantage of abundance of means, and the. 
daily opportunities of warming our hearts with the 
bleſſed Society of Chriſtians, is (if we paſs a true ſpi- 
ritual judgment, ] without compariſon before another 
place, void of thoſe ſpiritual advantages. Let us think, 
what though our purſes may thrive better in a place of 
large maintenance, yet where are our ſouls like to thrive _— 
any way anſwerable to what they are in this? we ſhould” 
A 2 1 have 
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Log 2 
have but little in the world, but what is this, if it be 
made up to us in communion with God and his people ? 
If we thrive in faith, and love, humility, and heavenly- 
mindednels, what matter is it, thaugh 'we do not raiſe 
ourſelves in the world. Oh! Who would leave ſo 
much grace, and ſo much comfort in communion with 
Chriſt and his Saints, for the probabilities of living a 
little more handſomely. It is a ſtrange ching to fee how 
Chriſtians generally judge. What is it worth a year P 
Is the maintenance certain? What charges are there 
like to be? Thefe are the queſtions we commonly aſk. 
firft, when we ſpeak of ſettling. But alas, though thoſe 
things are to be conſidered too, yet what good am I like 
to do? What good am I like to get? Theſe ſhould” 
be the chief things we ſhould judge by. What, if we 
have but a little in the world? Why then we muſt keep 
but a ſhort table, and give the meanet entettainment to 
our friends. O but will not this be abundantly made 


up, if we have more outward and inward peace? Let 
others hug themſelves in their corn, and wine, and dil, 


in their fat livings, and their large tables, if We have 


more of the Light of God's countenance, who would 


change with them ? | Rs 
. That the ſureſt way to have any outward mercy, 
is td be content to want it, When men's defires are 
over eager after the world, they muſt have thus much a 
year, and a houſe: well furniſhed, aud wife, and chil- 
dren, thus and thus qualified, God doth uſually break 
their wills by denying them, as one would croſs a frow- 
ard child of his ftubborn humour: or elſe put a'ſting* 
into them, that a man had been as well without them. 
The belt way to get riches,” is out of doubt to ſet them 
loweſt in one's deſires. Solomon found it ſo: he did not 
alk riches, but wiſdom; but God was ſo pleafell, that 
He threw them into the bargain. Nothing ſets|God's 
mercies farther off than the 
want them, Certainly G 
with us. Let our care be 
Him alone to build ours. 


never be behind hand 


4. That none ever was, or ever ſhall be, a loſer by 
Jeſus Chriſt. Many have loſt much for him, but never 
did, never ſhall any loſe by him. Take this for a cer- 
tainty, whatſoever outward comforts we leave, or out- 
ward advantages, that we may glorify him in our ſer- 
vices, and enjoy him in all his ordinances more than 
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ant of free ſubmiſſion to 


bild his houſe, and let 
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other- where we could, we ſhall receive an hundred fold 
in this life. It is a ſad thing to ſee how little Chriſt is 
truſted; men wall truſt him no farther than they can 
ſee him. Alas, hath he not a thouſand ways, both out- 
ward and inward, to make up a little outward advan- 
tage to us? Have any ventured themſelves upon him 
in his way, but he made good every promiſe to them? 
Let us therefore exerciſe our faith, and ſtay ourſelves 
on the promile, and ſee if ever we are aſhamed of our 
hope. 3 Hobs | | 


5. That what is wanting in the means, God will 


make up in the bleſſing, This I take for a certain truth, 
while a man commits himſelf and his affairs to God, 
and is in any way that God put him into: and if a man 
bave but a little income, if he have a great bleſſing, 
that will make it up. .Alas, we muſt not account of 
mercies by the bulk. What if another have a pound 
to my ounce, if mine be gold for his filver, I will never 


change with him, As it is not bread that keeps men 


alive, but the word of bleſling that proceedeth out of 
the mouth of God; ſo it is not the largeneſs of the 
means, but the bleſſing of the Lord that maketh rich, 
Oh! if men did but believe this they would not graſp 
ſo much of the world as they do. Well, let others take 
their courſe, and we will take ours, to wait upon God 


by faith and prayer: Let others toil to enlarge their in 


come, we will pray God to enlarge our bleſſing, and L 
doubt not but we ſhall prove the gainers. 2 


6. That every condition hath its ſnares, and troubles, 
and therefore we may not expect to be without them 
where- ever we be, only that condition is molt eligible 


that hath feweſt and leaſt, I cannot object any thing 
againſt the propoſal of Taunton, but the meanneſs of the 
maintenance. And let us conſider how inconſiderable 
this. inconvenience is, in compariſon of thoſe we muſt 
reckon upon meeting with, if. God caſt us into another 
place, Upon thele conſiderations, I find my heart much 
inclined to accept of their offer at Taunton. I beſeech 
thee to weigh the matter and tell me thy thoughts, and 
which way thy 2 inclines, for I have always re- 
ſolved the place 1 ſettled in ſhould be to thy content. 
I have been ſo large in delivering my judgment, that 1 
muſt thruſt up my affections into a corner. Well, tho? 
they have but a corner in my letter, I am ſure they 


: 


A 3 s 


have room enough in my heart; but I muſt conclude; - 


o 
25 
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F 67 | 
the Lord keep thee my dear, and cheriſh thee for ever 
in his boſom, farewell, mine own ſoul, J am, as ever, 
thine own heart, | Joszen ALLEINE 


Oxon, May 27, 1659. _ 


To my moſt dearly beloved, my Chriſtian Friends in 
| Taunton, Salvation, | 


— 


Moſt loving Brethren, 

I Shall never forget your old kindneſſes; would I never 

ſo fain forget them, yet I could not, they are ſo con- 
tinually renewed ; for there is never a day but I heat of 
them: nay, more than hear of them, I feel and taſte 
757 The God that hath promiſed they that give to a 
Prophet but a cup of cold water, ſhall receive a Prophet's 
reward: he will recompence your labour of love, your 
fervent prayers, your care for my welfare, and your 
bountiful ſupplies. I do and will bleſs the Lord as long 
as I live, that he hath caſt my lot in ſd fair a place, to 
dwell in your communion Wd eſpecially to go in and 
out before you, and to be the meſſenger of the Lord of 
hoſts to you, to proclaim his law, and to preach his ex- 
cellencies, to be his ſpokeſman to you, and to woo for 
him, to eſpouſe you to one huſband, and to preſent you 
as a chaſte virgin unto Chriſt, Lord! how unworthy 
am I of this glorious dignity, which I verily believe 
the brighteſt angels in heaven would be glad of; I can- 
not repept, notwithſtanding all the difficulties that at- 
tend his deſpiſed ſervants, and that are like to attend 
them; I have ſet my hand to his plough ; and when [ 
was entered into the ſacred office, I told you, © Moſt 
gladly do I take up this office with all the perſecutions; 
affliction, difficulties and inconveniencies that do an 
may attend it.” And bleſſed be God, I am through his 
oodneſs of the ſame mind ſtill; and my tribulations for 
2hriſt, confirm my choice and reſolution to ferve him 
with much more than m labours. d. e | 

| Brethren, let that ks up with the world that have 
no better portion; be content that they ſhould bear away 
the riches, and preferments, and glory, and ſplendor of 
the world. Alas! You have no veafoh to envy them: 
verily they have a lye in their right hand: Ah! how 


| ſoon will their hopes fail them; how foon will the 


crackling 


# 
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crackling blaſt be out, and leave then? in cternaf darks 
neſs: they ſhall go to the generation of their fathers, 
they ſhall never ſee light; like ſnheep they ſhall be laid 
in their graves, and the upright ſhall have dominiem 
over them in the morning. But for you, my brethren, 
F-am- jealous that none of you ſhould come ſhort of the 
lery of God. I am ambitious for you that you ſhould 
be all the heirs of an endleſs life, of the inheritance in- 
corruptible, undefiled, and that fades not away. 
Ah my brethren !.. Why ſhould you not be alt happy? 

I am jealous for you with a godly jealouſy, leſt a pros 
miſe being left you of entering into his reſt, any of you 
ſhould come ſhort of it. O look diligently, left any man 
fail of the grace of God: how it grieves me that any 
of you ſhould fall ſhort of merty at laſt! That any of 
that flock over which the Holy Ghoſt made me over- 
feer, ſhould periſh: when Chriſt hath done fo much for 
you, and when we, (through his grace,) have done 
fomewhat to fave them. Ah dear brethren! I was in 
great earneſt with you, when I beſought you out of the 
pulpit, many a time, to give a bill of divorce to your 
fins, to accept of the mercy that in the name of God 
Almighty I did there offer to you. . Alas! how it pitied 
me to look over ſo great a congregation; arid to think 


Re to periſh for ever, for want of go 


feſſion: O, how loath am I to leave you there? HW 
troubled to think that any of you ſhould hazard muck 
for religion, and yet miſcarry for ever, by the hand of 
ſecret pride, or untamed paſſion; or an unbridled tongue, 
or, Which 1 fear moſt of all, a predominant love of the 
world in your hearts. Alas is there ho remedy ; muſt 
I carry you to heaven's gate and leave you there ? Oh, 
that I ſhould leave the work of your ſouls but half 
done; and bring you no farther than the almojt of Chriſ. 
tianity! Hear, O my people, hear, although 1 may 
command you, upon your utmoſt peril; in the name of 
the Lord Jeſus that ſhall ſhortly judge you; I befeech 
you, I warn you as a father doth his children, 'to look 


to the ſecuring of your evexlaſting condition; take —_ 
3 5 © 
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[ 8 ] | <a 
ok reſting in the outer part of religion, but be reſtleſs 
till you find a thorough change within, that you are 
quite new in the bent of your hearts; for here is the 
main of religion: For Chriſt's ſake, for your ſoul's 
ſake, look to it, that you build upon the rock, that you 
unfeignedly deliver yourſelves to the Lord to be under 
his command, and at his diſpoſal in all things: See that 
you make no exceptions, no reſerve; that you calt 
over-board all your worldly hopes, and count - upon 
parting with all for Chriſt ; that you take him alone for 
your whole happineſs, Wonder not that I often in- 
culcate this: if it be well here, it is well all; if un- 
ſound here, the error is in the foundation, and you are 
undone. * | DES 
Brethren, I ſee great trials coming, when we ſtall 
ſee profeſſors fall like leaves in autumn, therefore is it 
that I would ſo fain have you look to your ſtanding, 
and to ſecure the main, O make ſure whatever you 
do; get and keep your evidences clear! How dreadful 
would your temptation be, if you ſhould be called to 
part with all for Chriſt, and not be ſure of him nei- 
ther! Get a clear underſtanding of the terms of life, 
which I have ſet before you in thatform of covenantin 
with God in Chriſt, that I commended to you. I woul 
that none of you ſhould be without a copy of it ; be 
much 1n obſerving your own hearts, and crying mightily 
to God for aſſurance: be ſtrict and watchful in your 
whole courſe, and I doubt not but you will quickly 
have it. | 
I cannot conclude till I have given you my unfeigned 
thanks for your moſt kind and gracious letter, Sure it 
ſhall be in ſtore with me, and laid up among my trea- 
ſures. That God is pleaſed to make uſe of me for your 
edification, is matter of higheſt joy : as alſo to ſee your - 
ſtedfaſtnels in Chriſt, your unſhaken reſolutions, not- 
withitanding all the * wiles. Go on, my dearly 
beloved, and the Lord itrengthen your hands and your 
hearts, and lift you up above the fear of men. The 
Lord ſtrengthen, eſtabliſh, ſettle yon, and after you 
have ſuffered awhile, make you perfect: I leave my 
brethren in the everlaſting arms, and reſt, your ems 
baſſador in bonds, 
Josx rh ALLEINE, 


From the Common Gaol at 


Jvelcheſter, June 13, 166. 
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Toe the beloved People, the Inhabitants of the Town's” 


Taunton ; Grace, Mercy, and Peace, from God our” 
Father, and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


Moſt endeared and beloved Friends: | 

I Readily acknowledge myſelf a debtor to you all, and 

a ſervant of all, and therefore I have ſent to ſalute 
you all, My lines did fall in a fair place, when the 
Lord caſt my Lot among you: T remember the tears 
and prayers you have ſent me hither with. How can 1 
forget how you poured out your ſouls "on me; and 
truly you are a people much upon my heart, whoſe 
welfare is the matter of my continual prayers, care, and 
ſtudy. And oh! that I knew how to do you good: 


Ah ! how certainly ſhould never a for” of ybu miſcarry. 
Ah! how it pities me to think that ſo many of von 


ſhould remain in your ſins after ſo many and ſo long 
endeavours to convert. Once more, oh! my beloved, 
once more hear the call of the moſt High God untos 
you. The priſon preaches to you the ſame doctrine as 
the pulpit did. 2 O people, hear: he that hath 
an ear let him hear. The Lord of life and of glory 
offers you all mercy, and peace, and bleſſedueſs: Oh! 
why ſhould you die? Whoſoever will, let him take 
of the waters of life freely! What! miſs of life, When 
it is to be had for the'taking! God forbid, O my bre-/ 
thren, my ſoul yearns for you, and my bowels towards“ 
you. Ah, that I did but know what arguments to uſe 
with you: who ſhall chuſe my words that I may prevail: 


with ſinners not to reject their own mercy? How ſhall 


I get within them? How'ſhall I reach them? O that 
could but get between their fins and them. Beloved 
brethren, the Lord Jeſus hath made me, moſt unworthy, 
his ſpokeſman, to beſpeak your hearts for him: and oh, 
that L Knew but how to woo for him, that I might pre- 
vail! Theſe eight years have I been calling, and yet 
how great a part remain viſibly in their fins, and how 
few have I gained to Chriſt by ſound converſion! 

Many among you remain under the power of igno- 
rance: Ah! how often have I told you the dangerous, 
yea, damnable ſtate, that ſuch are in. Never flatter 
yourſelves that you ſhall be ſaved though you go on in 

> | chis: 
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this: IJ have told you often, and now tell you again, 
God muſt be falſe, if ever you be ſaved without being 
brought out of the ſtate of ignorance : if ever you enter 
in at the door of heaven, it muſt be by the key of know- 
ledge; you cannot be ſaved, except you be.brought to 
the knowledge of the truth. A people that remain in 
groſs ignorance, that are without underſtanding, the 
Lord that hath made them, will not have mercy on 
them. Oh, for the love of God and your ſouls, I be- 
feech you awake and beſtir yourſelves to get the ſaving 
knowledge of God. You that are capable of learning 
a trade, are you not capable of learning the way to be 
ſaved? And is it not a pity that you ſhould periſh for 
ever for want of a little pains, and ſtudy, and. care to 
get the knowledge of God? Study the Catechiſm; if 
poſlible, get it by heart; if not, read it often, or get it 
read to you: cry unto God for knowledge; improve. 
the little you have, by living anſwerably. Search the 
Scriptures daily, get them read to you if you cannot 
read them. Improve your Sabbaths diligently, and I 
doubt not but in the uſe of theſe means, you will ſooner 
arrive to the knowledge of Chriſt than of a trade. 

Many have eſcaped the groſs pollutions of the world 
but ſtick in the form of godlineſs, O I am jealous for 
you, that you ſhould not loſe the things that you have 
wrought; for the Lord's ſake, put on, and beware. of 
periſhing in the ſuburbs of the city of refuge. Beg of 
God to make a thorough work with you; be jealous for 
yourſelves and try your eſtates, but only with thoſe 
marks, that you are ſure will abide God's trial. | 

But for you that fear the Lord in fincerity, I have 
nothing but -good and comfortable words : may your 
fouls ever live. What condition can you deviſe where- 
in there will not be matter of joy unſpeakable to you. 
O beloved, know your own happinels, and live in that 
holy admiring, adoring, praiſing of your gracious God, 
that becomes the people of his praiſe. The good will 
of him that dwelt in the buſh-be with you all. The 
Lord create a defence upon you, and deliverance for 
you: the Lord cover you all the day, and make you to 
dwell between his ſhoulders! I deſire your conſtant, in- 
fant, earneſt prayers for me, and reſt, a willing labourer 
anda thankful ſufferer for you, Joszen ALLEINE, 


From the Common Gaol at Ivelcheſter, July 4, 166g. 
| | LETTER 
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To my moſt endeared Friends, the Servants of Chriſt in 
Taunton, Grace and Peace. | 


Moſt dearly beloved and longed for, my Joy and Crown : 


Y heart's deſire and prayer to God for you is, that 
you may be ſaved. I know that you are the butt 
of men's rage and malice: But you may latisfy youre 
ſelves as David in ſuſtaining Shimei's curſes : It may be 
the Lord will look upon our affliction, and requite good 
for their curſing this day. But however that be, hold 
on your Way. our name indeed 1s caſt out as evil, 
and you are hated of all men for Chriſt's ſake, for 
cleaving to his ways and ſervants: But let not this diſ- 
courage you, for you are now more than ever bleſſed : 
Only hold faſt, that no man take your crown. Let not 
any that have begun in the Spirit end in the fleſh, Do 
not forſake God, fill he forſake you; he that endureth 
to the end ſhall be ſaved: The promiſe is to him that 
overcometh ; therefore think not of looking back: now 
ou have ſet your hands to Chriſt's plough, though you 
Ls and fuffer, the crop will pay for all: now the 
Lord is trying who they be that will truſt him. The 
world are all for a preſent pay; they muſt have ſome- 
thing in hand; and will not follow the Lord when there 
are hazard and hardſhip in his ſervice. But now is the 
time for you, to prove yourſelves believers, when there 
is nothing viſible but hazard and expence, and difficulty 
in your Maker's ſervice, 85 
Now, my brethren, Rand faſt in faith, quit you like 
men, be ſtrong: If you can truſt in his promiſes now, 
when nothing appears but bonds, and loſſes, and tribu- 
lation, this will be like believers. Brethren, I beſeech 
you, to reckon upon no other but croſſes here. Let 
none of you flatter yourſelves with dreams of ſleeping 
in your eaſe, and temporal proſperity,, and carrying 
heaven too. Count not upon reſt till you come to the 
Land of Promiſe, Not that I would have any of you 
to run upon hazards uncalled : No, we ſhall meet them 
ſoon enough in the way of our duty, without we turn 
aſide : but! would have you caſt over- board your worldly 
hopes, and be content to wait till you come on the other 
ſide the grave, Is it not enough to have a whole eter- 


nity 
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nity of happineſs? _ If God throws in the comforts of 
this life too, I would not have you throw them back 


again, or deſpiſe the goodneſs of the Lord : but I would 


that you ſhould uſe this world, as not abuſing it, that 


you ſhould he crucified to the world, and the world to 


vou; that you ſhould declare plainly that you ſeek a 


etter country, which is an heavenly, Ah!-my dear 


: brethren, I beſeech you carry it like E and 


ſtrangers, abſtain from fleſhly luſts, which war againſt 
your fouls; for what have we to do with the cuſtoms 
and faſhions of this world, who. are ſtrangers in it ? 


-Be, contented with travellers lots: know you not that 


. * . 


Fou are in a ſtrange land? All is well as long as it is 
well at home; 1 pray you brethren, daily canfider your 
condition: Do you not remember that you are in an 


Inn? And what though: you be but meanly accom- 


modated ? Though you fare hard, and lie hard! Is 


this. a range thing? What ſhould travellers look for 


_ elſe ? Indeed if you were of the world, the world 


would love its own. But now God hath called you out 


of the world; therefore the world hateth you: but re- 


member, it is your duty to love them, even while they 


any fo forget their. duty as to wiſh evil to them that do 
evil to us, or to aſe themſelves with the thoughts of 
being even with mem. Let us commit ourſelves to him 
that judgeth righteouſly, and ſhew ourſelves the chil- 
dren of the, Moſt High, who doth good to his enemies, 


were much more to be feared, than their hatred. 


thing: look to your ſincerity above all things: let not 
fering party, therefore all is well: Look to the foun- 
dation, that your hearts be taken off from every fin, 
and ſet upon God as your bleſſedneſs : beware that none 


almoſt (chriſtians, * For the love of your ſouls, make Fu 


hate you; and to pray for mercy for them that will 
ſhew no mercy, or juſtice. This I' deſire you to ob- 


ſerve as a great duty of the preſent times: and let not 


and is kind to — unkind and unthank ful: and what 
though they do hate us? Their love and good-will 


Brethren, keep yourſelves in the love of God; here 
is wiſdom. O happy ſouls, that are his favourites! 
For. the Lord's ſake look to this, make ſute of ſome- 


OW On, Aw wr Aa . 


any of you conclude, that becauſe you are of the ſuf Ic 


of you have only a name to live, and be no more than ©. 


- diligent fearch, and try upon what ground you ſtand 4, 


for it pities me to think any of you ſhould hazard ſd , 
much, 


— 


J 
much, and yet loſe all at laſt: but When once you bear 
the mark of God's favour, you need not fear the world's 
frowns: chear up therefore, brethren, be ſtrong in the 
Lord, and of good courage under the world's uſage ; 
Fear not, in our Father's houſe there is bread enough, 
and room enough: this is ſufficient to comfort us under 
all the inconveniences of the way, that we have fo 
happy a home, ſo ready a Father, ſo goodly an heritage, 
Oh, comfort one another with theſe words: let God lee _ 
that you can truſt in his word: let the world ſee that 

ou can live upon God. I ſhall ſhare my prayers and 
ove. among you all, and commit you to the Almighty 
God: The Keeper of Iſrael, that never ſlumbereth nor 
lleepeth, be your watchman and keeper to the end, 
Farewell, I am, a fervent well-wiſher of your temporal 
and eternal affairs, | ., . Joszen ALLEINE, 


From the Common Gaol, at Ivelcheſter, July 24, 160g. . 
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To my moſt dearly beloved Friends, in Taunton,. Grace 
| .and Peace, Th 

Moſt endeared Chriſtians, _ ES: 2 

Y heart is with you, though I am abſent: dear fel- 


low ſoldiers under the Captain of our ſalyation, . 


conſider your calling, and approve yourſelves men of . 
reſolution, be diſcouraged with no difficulties of your 

preſent warfare, As for human affairs, I would have. 
you to be as you are, Men of Peace, I would have u 
armed not for reſiſting, God forbid, but, for ſuffering only. 

You ſhould reſiſt to the uttermoſt, ſtriving againſt fan, 
Here you muſt give no quarter: for if you ſpare but 
one Agag, the life of your ſouls muſt go tor the life. of 
your lins; God will not ſmile on that ſoul that ſmiles . 
on fin, nor have any peace with him, that is at peace 
with his enemy. Other enemies you muſt forgive, and 
love, and pray for, but for theſe ſpiritual. enemies, 


your affe&tions, and all your preyers, mult be engaged - + 


againſt them: yea, you muſt admit no parley: it is, danr 
gerous to diſpute. with temptations, Remember What 
Eve loſt by parleying with Satan: you mult fly from 
temptations, and put them off at firſt with a peremptory 
denial. If you will but hear the devil's arguments,;and 
the fleſh's pleas, it is an hundred to one but you are in- 

Ber B  ſnared, ' 


| re 112 ] f 

nity of happineſs? If God throws in the comforts of 
this life too, I would not have you throw them back 
again, or deſpiſe the goodneſs of the Lord : but I would 
that you ſhould uſe this world, as not abuſing it, that 
you ſhould he crucified to the world, and the world to 
vou; that you ſhould declare plainly that you ſeek a 
better country, which is an heavenly, Ah! my dear 
: brethren, I beſeech you carry it like pilgrims and 
ſtrangers, abſtain ' from fleſhly luſts, which war againſt 
your ſouls; for what have we to do with the cuſtoms 
and faſhions of this world, who are ſtrangers in it ? 
Be contented with travellers lots: know you not that 
vou are in a ſtrange land? All is. well as long as it is 
well at home; I pray you brethren, daily confder your 
condition: Do you not remember that you are in an 
Inn? And what though: you be but meanly accom- 
modated ? Though you fare hard, and lie hard! Is 
this a ſtrange thing? What ſhould travellers look for 
elſe ? Indeed if you were of the world, the world 
would love its own. But now God hath called you out 
of the world; therefore the world hateth you: but re- 
member, it is your duty to love them, even while they 
hate you; and to pray for mercy for them that will 
ſhew no. mercy, or juſtice. This I deſire you to ob- 
ſerve as a great duty of the preſent times: and let not 
any ſo forget their. duty as to wiſh evil to them that do 
evil to us, or to pleaſe themſelves with the thoughts of 
being even with them. Let us commit ourſelves to him 
that judgeth righteouſly,. and ſhew ourſelves the chil- 
dren of the. Moſt High, who doth good to his enemies, 
and is kind to the unkind and unthankful: and what 
though they do hate us? Their love and good-will 

were much more to be feared, than their hatred, ' 
Brethren, keep yourſelves in the love of God; here 
is wiſdom. O happy ſouls, that are his favourites! 
For the Lord's ſake look to this, make ſure of ſome- 
thing: look to your fincerity above all things: let not 
any of you conclude, that becauſe you are of the ſuf- 
fering party, therefore all is well: Look to the foun- 
dation, that your hearts be taken off from every fin, 
and ſet upon God as your bleſſedneſs: beware that none 
of you have only a name to live, and be no more than 
almoſt chriſtians. For the love of your ſouls, make a 
diligent ſearch, and try upon what ground you ſtand ; 


for it pities me to think any of you ſhould hazard ſo 
| much, 


* 


— „„ ere r 


erer e 


— 


of much, and yet loſe all at laſt: but When once you bear 
the mark of God's favour, you need not fear the world's 
* frowns ; chear up therefore, brethren, be ſtrong in the 

Lord, and of good courage under the world's uſage; 


to fear not, in our Father's houſe there is bread enough, 

and room enough: this is ſufficient to comfort us under 

** all the inconveniences of the way, that we have ſo 

P happy a home, ſo ready a Father, ſo goodly an heritage 

ft P | * Sal ge. 
Oh, comfort one another with theſe words: let God ſee 

17 that you can truſt in his word: let the world ſee that 


ou can live upon God, I ſhall ſhare my prayers and 
ok [ove among you all, and commit you to the Almighty 
God: The Keeper of Iſrael, that never flumbereth nor 


ur 8 fleepeth, be your watchman and keeper to the end, 
a = Farewell, I am, a fervent well-wiſher of your temporal 
To and eternal affairs Joszin ALLBINE, 
* From the Common Gaol, at Ivelcheſter, July 24, 1669. 
1d : | | Ka 4 25 bs 
= To my moſt dearly beloved Friends, in Taunton,. Grace 
111 | and Peace, 5 
)be Moſt endeared Chriſtians, „ 85 
* V heart is with you, though I am abſent: dear fel- _ 
+ low ſoldiers under the Captain of our ſalvation, 
w conſider your calling, and approve yourſelves men of 
= reſolution, be diſcouraged with no difficulties of your 
"| preſent warfare, As for human affairs, I would have 
_ | | 5 
+: you to be as you are, Men of Peace, I would have you 


armed not for reſiſting, God forbid, but, for ſuffering only, 
al Fon ſhould reſiſt to the uttermolt, krieg againſt ſin. 
Here you muſt give no quarter: for if you ſpare but 


one Agag, the life of your ſouls muſt go for the life f 

"a your fins; God will not ſmile on that ſoul that miles 

ot on ſin, nor have any peace with him, that is at peace 

uf. with his enemy. Other enemies you muſt forgive, and 
love, and pray for, but for theſe ſpixitual enemies, all 

ww” your affections, and all your prayers, mult be engaged -- 

8 againſt them: yea, you muſt admit no parley: it is. dan, 

5 gerous to diſpute. with temptations, Remember what - 

"| Eve loſt by parleying with Satan: you muſt fly from 

. temptations, and put them off at firſt with a peremptory 

0 denial. If you will but hear the devil's arguments, and 


the fleih's pleas, it is an hundred to one but you are in- 


B ſnared. g 
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Tnared, And for this preſent evil world, the Lord de- 
liver you from it. Surely you had need watch and be ta 
Tober, or elſe this world is like to undo you, I have h- 
often warned you not to build upon an external happi- || te 
neſs; and to promiſe yourſelves nothing but hardſhip ye 
here: Oh ſtill remember your ſtation : ſoldiers muſt not &© 
count upon reſt, and fulneſs, but hunger, and hardneſs. | w 

Labour to get right apprehenſions of the world, Do not 
think theſc things neceſſary; one thing is needful; you Ii 
may be happy in the want of all outward comforts. i w. 
Do not think yourſelves undone, if brought to want or I 
poverty: ſtudy eternity, and you will ſee it to be little I nc 
material to you, whether you are poor or rich: and that th 
vou may have never ſuch an opportunity for your ad- If hz 
vantage in all your lives, as when you ſeem to run the Hof 
veſſel upon the rocks. Set your enemies one againſt I fe 
the other; death againſt the world; no luch way to get | be 
above the world, as to put yourſelves into the poſſeſſion ¶ pa 
— ol death. 7 in 
Look often upon the duſt that you ſhall be reduced ih 
to, and imagine you ſaw your bones tumbled out of th 
your graves, as they are like ſhortly to be, and men Ine 
Handling your ſkulls, and enquiring whoſe is this, Tell DB wi 
me of what account will the world be then? Put your- Bw 
{elves often into your graves, and look out from thence fo 

__ the world, and ſee what judgment you have of it. 
Muſt you not ſhortly be forgot among the dead? Your 7 
3 will know you no more, and your memory will NW. 
be no more among men, and then what will it profit yo 
vou to have lived in faſhion and repute? One ſerious 
walk over a church-yard, might make a man mortified 
to the world, Think upon how many you tread, but ye 
know them not: no doubt they had their eſtates, their 
friends, their buſineſſes, and kept as much ſtir in the 
world as others do now. But alas, what are they the 
better for all this? Know you not that this mult be 
"$709 own caſe ſhortly? Oh the unhappineſs of man; 
ow eis he bewitched, and befooled, that he ſhould ex- 
end himſelf for that which he knows ſhall for ever 
eave him, Brethren, I beſeech you lay no ſtreſs upon 
theſe periſhing things, but labour to be at a holy indif- 
fexence about them: Is it for one that is in his wits to 
ſell his God, his ſoul, for things he is not ſure to keep 
a day, and which he is ſure after a few fleepings and 
wakings more, to leave behind him for ever? oy 8 


talk with dying men, and ſee what apprehenſions they 
have of the world? If any ſhould come to theſe, and - 
tell them here is fuch and ſuch preferments for you, 
you ſhall have ſuch titles of honour and delights, if you 


will now difown religion, Do you think ſuch a motion 


would be embraced ? 

Brethren, why ſhould we not be wiſe in time! Why 
ſhould we not now be of the mind, of which we know 
we ſhall be all ſhortly? Woe to them that will not be 
wiſe, till it be to no purpoſe! Woe to them whole eyes 
nothing but death and judgment will open! Woe to 
them that though they have been warned by others, and 
have heard the world's greateſt darlings in death cry out 
of its vanity, yet would take no warning, but only mult 
ſerve themſelves too, for warnings to others, Ah! my 
beloved, beware there be none among you, that will 
part rather with their part in paradiſe, than their part 
in Paris; that will rather part with their conſciences 
than with their eſtates; that have ſecret reſerves to ſave 
themſelves whole; when it comes to the pinch; and' 
not to be of the religion that will undo them in the 
world, Beware that none of you have your hearts 
where your feet ſhould be, and love your mammon be- 
fore your Maker, 

May the Lord of Hoſts be with you, and the God of 
Jacob your refuge. Farewell my dear brethren, fare- 
well, and be ſtrong in the Lord, I am yours to ferve 
you in the Goſpel, whether by doing or ſuffering, 

: JosErRH AxrTEIXE. 


From the Common Gaol at Tutlchefter, Aug. g1, 166gs 


LETT xr 
To the beloved Friends, the Flock of Chriſt in Taunton, 
Salvation. 


Moſt dearly beloved and longed for, my Joy and Crown: 


Muſt ſay of you as David did of Jonathan, Very plea- 
ſant have you been unto me, and your love to me is 
onderful. And as I have formerly taken great con- 
ent in that my lot was caſt among you, ſo I rejoice in 
y preſent lot, that I am called to approve my love to 
you by ſuffering for you; for you, I ſay; for you know 
have not ſought your's bot you; and that for doing 
Y duty to your fouls, I am here in theſe bonds, which 
chearfully accept through the grace of God .that 
a 1 ſtrengtheneth 


| L 16 } | 

Qrengtheneth me. Oh! that your hands might be 
ſtrengthened, and your hearts encouraged in the Lord 
your God hy our ſufferings! See to it, that you {land 
faſt in the power of the holy doctrine which we have 
preached from the pulpit, preached at the bar; preached 
from the priſon : It is a Goſpel worth ſuffering for: ſee 
that you follow after holineſs, without which no man 
ſhall ſee God: Oh the madneſs of the blind world, that 
they ſhould put from them the only plank upon which 
they can eſcape to heaven! Alas for them ! they know 
not what they do. What would not theſe fooliſh vir- 
gins do, when it is too late, for a little of the oil of the 
wiſe? But let not any of you be wile too late: look 
diligently, leſt any man fail of the grace of God. Be- 
ware that none of you be cheated through. the deceit- 
fulneſs of your hearts, with counterfeit grace. There 
is never a grace but hath its counterfeit; and there is 
nothing more common, than to miſtake counterfeit 
grace for true; and remember you are undone for ever, 
if you ſhould die in ſuch a miſtake :. not that I would 
ſhake. the confidence of any ſound believer, whoſe 
graces” are of the right kind: build your confidence 
ſure : ſee that you get the certain marks of ſalvation, 
and make ſure by great obſerving your own hearts that 
theſe marks be in you, and then you cannot be too con- 
.. kdent. But as you love your fouls, take heed of a 
groundleſs confidence, Take heed' of being. confident 
before you have tried. 

I would fain have you all ſecured againſt the day of 
Judgment ; I would that the ſtate of your ſouls were all 
well ſettled: Oh how comfortably might you think of 
any troubles, if you were but ſure of your pardon! I 
beſeech you, whatever you neglect, look to this: I am 
afraid there are among you that have not made your 
peace with God; that are not yet acquainted with that 
great work of converſion: ſuch I charge before the 
living God, to ſpeed to Chriſt, and without any more 
delay to put away their iniquities, and deliver up them- 
ſelves to Jeſus Chriſt, that they may be ſaved, It is 
not your profeſſion or external duties, that will ſave 
you: no, no, you muſt be converted or condemned. 
It is not enough that you have ſome love to God's ways 
and people, and are willing to venture ſomething for 
them; all this will not prove you ſound chriſtians : 
have your hearts been changed? have you been ſoundly 

a convinced 


7 ] 


convinced of your fins? Of your damnable and undone 

condition? and your utter inability to lick yourſelves 
whole by your own duties? Have you been brought to 

ſuch a ſenſe of fin, that there is no fin, but you heartily 
abhor it? Are you brought to ſuch a ſenſe of the beauty 
of holineſs, and of the laws and ways of God, that you 
defire to know the whole mind of God, Would you 
not excuſe yourſelves by 1gnorance from any duty, and 
that you do not allow yourſelves in the negle& of any 
thing conſcience charges upon youas a duty? Are your 
very. hearts ſet upon the glorifying and enjoying of God, 
as your greateſt e ? Had you rather be the ho- 
lieſt, than the richeſt and greateſt in the world? And 
is your greateſt delight in the thoughts of your God, 
and in your converſings with God in holy exerciſes ? 
Is Chriſt more precious than all the world toyou? And 
are you willing upon the thorough conſideration of the 
ſtrictneſs and holineſs of his laws, to take them all for 
the rule of your thoughts, words and actions, and tho? 
religion may be dear, do you reſolve, if God aſſiſt you, 
to go through with it, let the coſt be what it will? 
Happy the man that is in ſuch a caſe, This is a chriſ- 
tian indeed, and whatever you be and do ſhort of this, 
all is unſound, But you that bear in your fouls the 
marks above mentioned, upon you I ſhould lay no other 
burden, but to hold faſt, and make good your ground, 
and to preſs forwards towards the mark, Thankfally 
acknowledge the grace of God to your ſouls; and live 
rejoicingly in the hopes of the glory of God; live daily 
in the praiſes of your Redeemer ; and ſtudy the worthi- 
neſs; excellency, and glory of his attributes; let your 
fouls be much taken up in contemplating his glorious _ 
perfection, and bleſſing yourſelves in the goodly portion 

you have in him: live like thoſe that have a God, and 
then be diſconſolate if you can: if there be not more 
in an infinite God to comfort you, than in a priſon, or 
poverty, or affliction to deject you, our preaching is vain 
and your faith is vain. Let the thoughts of God be your 
daily repaſt: and never be ſatisfied till your hearts run 
out as, freely, naturally, unweariedly after God, as others 
do after the world. Farewell my dear brethren, the Lord 
God Almighty be a protection to you, and your exceeding 
great reward: farewell in the Lord, I am, your's in the 
bowels of the Lord Jeſus, Josy ALLBINE., 


From the Common Gao), in Tvelchefter, Sept. 11, 166g. 
| B 3 LETTER 


[18 ] | 
LETTER VI. 
Lou to ſhew love to Miniſters, and live joyfully.] 


To the moſt loving and dearly beloved, my Chriſtian 
' Friends in Taunton, Grace, Mercy, and Peace from 
God our Father, and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 


_ Moſt endeared Brethren, 


Have received your moving letter, and could not 
look over ſuch tender W Hope without ſome com- 
motion: I may confidently ſay, I ſpent more tears upon 
thoſe lines, then ever you did ink. Your deep ſenſe of 
my labours I cannot but thankfully acknowledge, yet 
withal, heartily confeſſing, that all was but what F owed 
to your immortal ſouls; which God knows was very 
much ſhort of my duty, The omiſſions, imperfections, 
deadneſs, that accompanied my duties, I own, and the 
Lord humble me for them. But all that was of God 
and that was all that was good) be ſure that you give to 
20d alone. To him J humbly aſcribe both the will and 
the deed,” to whom alone be glory for ever. 2 
My dear brethren, my buſineſs as I have often told 
you, is not to turn your eyes to me, but to Chriſt : his 
fpokeſman I am, will you give your hands, your names 
to him? Will you ſubſcribe to his laws, and conſent 
to his offices, and be at defiance with all his enemies P 
This do, and I have my errand, Who will follow 
Chriſt's colours? Who will come under his-banner ? 
This ſhall be the man that ſhall be my friend ; this is he 
that will oblige me for ever. Do theſe letters come to 


no looſe ſinner? No ignorant finner? No unſound 


profeſſor? Would they do me a kindneſs, as I believe 
they would, then let them come away to Chriſt! O 
finner, be no more in love with darkneſs; ſtick no 
longer in the ſkirts and outfide of religion: waver no 
more, halt no further, but ſtrike in throughly with 
Jeſus Chriſt; except nothing, reſerve nothing, but 
come thoroughly to the Lord, and follow him fully, 
And then happy man thou ſhalt be, for thou wilt be 
made for ever; and joyful man I'ſhall be; for I ſhall 
fave a foul from death, The earneſt beggings of a poor 
prifoner, uſe to move ſome bowels: hear, O friends, 
will you do nothing for a Miniſter of Chriſt? Nothing 
for a priſoner of Jeſus Chriit ? Methinks I hear you 
| anſwer, 


« 
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anſwer, yea, what will we not do'? He ſhall never. 4 


want while we have it; he ſhall need no office of love, 
but we will run and ride to do it] yea, but this is not 
it that I beg of you: will you gratify me indeed? Then 
come in, bow to the name of Jeſus; yea, let your ſouls 
bow, let all your powers do him homage. Let that ſa- 


cred name be graven into the fubſtance of your hearts, 


Let me freely ſpeak for him, for he is worthy for whom 
you ſhall do this thing; worthy to be beloved of you; 
worthy to have your very hearts, worthy to be admired, 
of hes? praiſed, ſerved, glorified to the uttermoſt by 
you, and every creature ; worthy for whom you ſhould 
lay down all: leave all: can any thing be too much for 
him? Can any thing be too good for him, or too great 
for him? Come give up all, reſign all, lay it at the 
feet of Jeſus, offer all as a ſacrifice to him, ſee that you 
be univerſally the Lord's ; GS. nothing from him : I 
know through the goodneſs of God, that with many of 
you this work is not yet to do; but this ſet ſolemn re- 
ſignation to the Lord is to be done more than once, and 
to be followed with an anſwerable practice when it is 


done: ſee that you walk worthy of the Lord; but how? 


In the fear of the Lord, and in the comfort of the” Holy 
Ghoft ; let theſe two go together. So ſhall you adorn 
the doctrine of God our Saviour: and experience the 
heavenly felicity of a chriſtian life: cleave faſt to Chriſt, 
never let go your hold; cling the faſter, becauſe fo many 
are labouring to looſen your hold. Hold faſt your in- 
tegrity, hold faſt the beginning of your confidence ſted- 
faſt to the end: if you do but keep your hold, and keep 
your way; all that the world can do, and all that the 
38 of darkneſs can do, can never do you harm. 

cep your own vineyard with conſtant care and watch- 


fulneſs, and be ſure that there be no inroad made upon 


your conſciences, that the enemy do not get between 
your 'ſouls and God: and then let what will affail you 
without, you need not fear: let this be your daily ex- 
erciſe, to keep your conſciences void of offence : keep 
fair weather at home, however it be abroad. I would 
not only that you ſhould walk hkolily, but that you ſhould 
walk comfortably, I need ſay the leſs to this, becauſe the 
fear of the Lord and the comfort of the Holy Ghoſt, lie 
together, Oh the proviſion God hath made for your 


continual comfort: dear brethren, do but underſtand - 


your own bleſſedneſs, happy men that you are, if you 
did 
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did but know and conſider it: who would count himſelf 
poor, that hath all the fulneſs of the Godhead for his. 
O Chriſtians, live like yourſelves, live worthy of your 
portion, and your glorious prerogatives. That you may 
Walk worthy of your glorious hope, and live anſwer- 
able to the mercies you have received, is the great deſire 
of your ſoul's fervent well-wiſher in bonds, 


Josxru ALLEINE, 
From the Priſon at Tvelcheſter, Sept. 18, 166g. 


L T . 
[Remember Chriſt crucified ; and crucify fin,] | 


To the faithful and well-beloved People, the Servants of 
Chriſt in Taunton, Salvation, 


Moft dear Chriſtians, 


Am by office a remembrancer, the Lord's remem- 

brancer for you, and your remembrancer in the be- 
half of Chriſt, My buſineſs is with the apoſtle, to ſtir 
up your pure minds by way of remembrance. And 
whom ſhould I remember you of, but your Interceſſor 
with the Father, who hath you always in remembrance, 
appearing in the preſence of God for you? May his 
memory ever live in your hearts, though mine ſhould 
die: Oh, remember his love more than wine, remem- 
ber in what a caſe he found you, and yet nothing could 
divert the purpoſe of his love from you : he loathed not 
your rags nor your rottenneſs: he found you in loathe 
ſome filthineſs, yet he pitied you, his bowels were 
moved, and his compaſſions were kindled when one 
would have thought his wrath ſhould have boiled, and 
his indignation have burned down to hell againſt, you : 
he loathed not, but loved you, and waſhed you from 
your fins in his own blood : Ah polluted captives! Ah 
vile and putrid carcaſes! that ever the holy Jeſus ſhould 
his own ſelf waſh you; methinks I ſee him weeping 
over you; and yet it was a more coſtly bath by which 
he cleanſed you. Ah ſinners look upon the ſtreaming 
blood flowing from his bleſſed body, to fetch out the in- 
grained filthineſs that you by fin had contracted. Alas! 
what a horrid filthineſs, that nothing but the blood of 
the covenant could waſh away! And what a love is 
Chriſt's, that when a whole ocean could not waſh nor 
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purify us, would open every vein. of his heart to do the 
work! Look upon your crucified. Lord: do you not 
ſee a ſacred ſtream flowing. out of every member ? Ah, 
bow thoſe holy hands, thoſe unerring feet do run a 
ſtream to purge us] Alas, how the great drops of blood 
fall to the ground from his ſacred: face in his bitter 
agony, to waſh and beautify. our's! How his wounded 
heart and, fide twice ' pierced, firſt with love and pity, 
and then with ſoldier's cruelty, pour out their healthful 
and ſaving floods upon us? Lord! How do we forget 
ſuch love as this? Ah monſters, of ingratitude, that 
can be unmindful of ſuch a friend! Do we thus re» 
quite him! Is this our kindneſs, to ſuch an obliging 


friend! Chriſtians Where are your afſections 7 To:what 


uſe do you put your faculties.? What have you-memos 


ries for, but to remember him? What have you the 


ower of loving for, but that you ſhould love him? 
here fore ſerves joy or deſire, but to long for him? 
And delightfully embrace him? May your fouls and all 
their powers be taken up with him; may all the doors 
of your ſouls be ſet open to him, Here fix your thoughts, 
terminate here your deſires; here you may kindle your 
fire when almoſt out. Ty 2 
Brethren, what will you do now for Jeſus Chriſt 2 
Have you never a ſacrifice to lay upon his altar? Come 
and 1 will ſhew you what you ſhall do, let your hands 
be in the blood of your fins, ſearch them aut with dili- 
gence, ſearch your hearts and your houſes ; whatever: 
iniquities you find there, out with them, put them far 
from your tabernacles; if you crucify them not, you 
are not Jeſus's friends. God forbid that there ſhould 
be a lying tongue, or any way of deceit in your ſhops ; 
that his ſervice ſhould give place to the world in your 
families, Far be it from- any of you, my-Brethren, that 
you ſhould be careful to teach your children and ſer- 
vants the way of your callings, and negle& to inſtruct 
them in the way of life, Is weekly catechiſing in every 
one of your families? The Lord convince any of. you 
that may be guilty of this negle&: Oh, ſet up God in, 
your houſes; and ſee that you be not ſlovenly in cloſet 
performances, | Se | 255 
Beware of ſerving the Lord neghgently ; ſerve not 
the Lord with that which coſt you. nothing : look to it 
that you content not yourſelves with a cheap and eaſy 
religion, Put your fleſh to it; be welt aſſured that the 
| religion 


1 5 
religion that coſts you nothing, will yield you , : 
keep up the life of religion in your family and cloſet 
duties, Fear nothing like a cuſtomary and careleſs per- 
formance of God's ſervice. Judge your ownſelves 
whether lazy wiſhes, idle complaints, and. yawning 
. Prayers are like to carry you n the mighty diffi- 

culties that you muſt get through if ever you come to 
heaven. When you find yourſelves going on in a liſt- 
leſs, heartleſs courſe, aſk yourſelves, Is this to take the 
kingdom of heaven by violence? See that you ſacrifice 
yourſelves to the Lord, that now you live to Chriſt him- 
ſelf. As Chriſt hath made over his life and death to 


you, ſo let it be your care to live and die to him: la- 


bour to look upon all your enjoyments as Chriſt's goods ; 
upon your time, parts, ſtrength, as his talents: look 
upon yourſelves only in the quality of ſervants and 
ſtewards, that are to huſband all theſe for your Lord's 
advantage, and as thoſe that muſt give an account. And 
pray for me that I may take the counſel that I give. I 
bleſs the Lord, I want nothing but the opportunity of 
being ſerviceable to you. But I hope the Lord will 
make my bonds for you, to be uſeful to your edification 
if I may glorify God, and ſerve you belt by being here, 
I ſhall never wiſh to come out. Finally brethren, fare- 
well; be perfect, be of good comfort, be of one mind, 
live in peace, and the God of love and peace ſhall be 
with you. I am, the ready ſervant of your faith and 
Joy, Joszra ALLEINB« 


From the Priſon at Tvelchefler, Oct. 14, 1663. 


LOADS OE YER IS 


[On daily Self-examination, ] 


To the moſt beloved People, the Flock. of Chriſt in 
Taunton, Salvation, 


Moſt dear Brethren, | 


RETHREN, how ſtands it with you? Doth the 
main work go on? Do your ſouls proſper ? This 


is my care; beware that you flag not, that you faint not 


now in the evil day. I underſtand that your dangers 
grow upon you, may your faith and courage grow much 
more abundantly, 


Some 
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Some of your enemies, I hear, are in great hopes to 
ſatisfy their deſires upon you; well, be not diſcouraged, 
my dear brethren, but bleſs the Lord who of his abun- 
dant mercy, hath fo remarkably preſerved. you ſo long, 
beyond all expectation. Let it not be a ſtrange thing to 
you, if the ord doth now call you to ſome difficulty: 
forſake not the aſſembling of yourſelves together, as the 
manner of ſome is. 1 plainly ſee the coal of religion 
will ſoon go out unleſs it have ſome better helps to 
cheriſh it, than a carnal miniſtry, and lifeleſs admini- 
ſtration. Dear brethren, now is the time for you that 
fear the Lord, to ſpeak often one to another : manage 
your duties with what prudence you can, but away with 
that carnal prudence that will decline duty to avoid 
danger. | : | 

I left you ſome helps for daily examination, I am 
jealous leſt you ſhould grow ſlack, or flight, and careleſs 
in that duty. Let me aſk you in the Name of the Lord, 
doth never a day paſs you, but you do ſolemnly and 
ſerioully call yourſelves to an account, what your cars 
riage hath been to God and men? Speak, conſcience :; 
Is there never a one within the hearing of this letter, 


that is a neglecter of this duty? Doth every one of 


your conſciences acquit you? Oh that they did! Tell 
me, would not ſome of you be put ſhrewdly to it, if I 
ſhould aſk you when you read, or thought over the 
queſtions that were given you for your help? Would 


you not be put to a bluſh, to give me an anſwer? And 


will you not be much more aſhamed, that God ſhould 
find you tardy ? Not that I would neceſſarily bind you 
up to that very method ; only till you have found a way 
more profitable, I would deſire you, yea, I cannot but 
charge you, to make daily uſe of that. Awake con- 
ſcience, and do thou fall upon that ſoul that thou findeſt 
careleſs in this work, and never let him be at reſt till 
thou canſt witneſs for him, that he is a daily and ſtrict 
obſerver of himſelf, and doth live in the conitant practice 
of this duty, What! ſhall neither God's charge nor 
your profit hold you to your work? Yet I may not 
doubt, but ſome of you do daily perform this duty, 
The Lord encourage you in it: yet give me leave to aſk 
you what you have gained? Are you grown more uni- 
verſally conſcientious, more ſtrict, more humble, and 
more ſenſible of your many and great defects, than you 
were before? If ſo, bleſſed are you of the Lord; if 
es, otherwiſe, 
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etherwiſe, this duty hath been but lightly performed by 


you. What can you ſay to this queſtion ? - Doth your 
care of your ways abate, or doth it increaſe, by the con- 
ſtant! uſe of this duty? If it abate, remember from 
whence you are fallen, and repent ; as youn * do it 
at all, as not to the purpoſe. 

The Lord God be a ſun and a ſhield to you. My moſt 
dear love to you all, fare you well in the Lord. I am, 
your Embaſſador in bonds, JosgrH ALLEINE, 


From the Common Gaol at Ivelcheſter, Oct. 20, 166g. 


. Xr rn x. 
[Morives and Marxs of Gzowrn y 


To the moſt loving, and beſt beloved, the Servants of 
Chriſt in aunton, Grace and Peace, 


Moſt dear and tender Friends, 


HOSE I am, and whom under God I defire to 

ſerve ; to build you up in holineſs, hath been, 
through grace, my great ambition. This is that which 
I laboured for; this is that which I ſuffer for: and in 
mort, the end of all my b mage to you, and to 
God for you, How do your ſouls proſper? Are they 
in a 'thriving caſe? What progreſs 95 you make in 
fanctification ? Doth the koaſe of Saul grow weaker 
and weaker, and the houſe of David ſtronger and 
ſtronger? Beloved, I am jealous of you with a godly 
jealouſy, leſt any of you' ſhould loſe ground in thele 
declining times: and therefore cannot but be often cal- 
hng upon you to look to your ſtanding, and to watch 
and hold faſt, that no man take your crown. Ah! 
How ſurely ſhall you reap in the end, if you faint not! 
Take heed therefore that you loſe not the things you 
have wrought ; but as you have begun well, ſo go on 
in the ſtrength of Chriſt, and give diligence to the full 
aſſurance of hope to the end. 

Do you need motives? 1. How much are you behind 
hand? Oh the fair advantages that we have loſt! 
What time, what ſabbaths, ſermons, ſacraments, are 
upon the matter loſt? How much work have we yet 
to do? Are you ſure of heaven yet? Are you fit to 
die yet? - Surely they that are under ſo many great 
wants, had need to ſet upon ſome more thriving 
courſes. es + 
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Secondly, Conſider what others have gained, whilſt we, 
it may be, fit down by the loſs : have we not met many. 
veſſels, richly laden, while our ſouls are empty? Oh, 
the golden prizes that ſome have won; while we have: 
folded the hands to {leep! Have not many of our own 
ſtanding in religion, left us far behind them: 
Thirdly, Confider, you will all find littleenough when you. 
come to die + The wiſe among the virgins have no dil ta, 
ſpare at the coming of the bridegroom; temptation and. 
death will put all your graces to it. How much ado, 
have many had at laſt to put into this harbour! David 
cries for reſpite till he had recovered a little more 
ſtrength, | 1 ; 

Fourthly, Con ſider how "xls your time for gathering 
in probably ts: The Ifraclites gathered twice ſo much 
manna againſt the ſabbath as they did at other times, 
becauſe at that time there was no manna fell. Bre- 
thren, you know not, how long you have to lay in for. 
Do you aſk for marks how you may know your ſouls 
to be in a thriving cafe? | © 
1. 1f your appetites be more ſtrong. Do you thirſt aſter 
God, and after grace, more than heretofore? Do your 
cares for, and delires after the world abate? And do 
you: hunger and thirſt after righteouſneſs? Whereas 
you were wont to come with an ill-will to holy duties, 
do you come to them as an hungry ſtomach to its 
meat? | | 

2. If your puljes beat more even, Are you till off and 
on, hot and cold ? Or is there a more even ſpun thread 
of holinels through your whole courſe? Do you make 
90d the ground from which you were formerly beaten 
0 | | 

g. If you do look more to the carrying on together the 
duties of both tables, Do you not only look to the 
keeping of your own vineyard, but do you lay out 
yourlelves for the good of others, and are filled with 
zealous deſires for their converſion and ſalvation? DO 
you manage your talk and your trade, by the rules of 
religion ? | 

Do you eat and ſleep by rule? Doth religion form 
and mould, and dire& your carriage towards huſband, 
wife, parents, children, maſters, fervants? Do you 
grow more univerſally conſcientious? Is piety more 
diffuſive than ever with. you, doth it come more abroad 
with you, out of your cloſets, into your houſes, your 
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ſhops, your fields? Doth it journey with you? Doth 
it buy and fell for you? Hath it the caſting voice in 
all you do? A 

4. I the duties of religion be more delightful to you. 
Do 'you take more dclight in the word than ever ! 
Are you more in love with ſecret prayer, and more 
abundant in it ? Cannot you be content with your 
ordinary ſeaſons, but are ever and anon making extra- 
ordinary vifits to heaven? And upon all occaſions 
turning aſide to talk with God in ſome ſhort ejacu- 
lations? Are you often darting up your ſoul heaven- 


wards? Is it meat and drink for you, to do the will 
of God? Do you come off more freely with God, and 


anſwer his calls with more readineſs of mind ? 5 
5. If you are more abundant in thoſe duties. which are 
moſt ee to the fleſh, Are you more earneſt in 
mortification? Are you more ſtrift and ſevere than 
ever in the duty of daily ſelf-examination, and holy 
meditation ? Do you hold the reins harder upon the 
- fleſh than ever? Do you keep a ſtrifter watch upon 


your appetites? Do you ſet_a ſtronger guard upon 


your tongues? Have you a more jealous eye upon 
your hearts ? 


6. If you grow more vile in your own eyes, Do you 


grow more out of love with men's eſteem, ſet leſs by 
it? Are you not marvellous tender of being lighted P 
Can you rejoice to ſee others preferred before you 
Can you heartily value and love them that think meanly 
of you? 

7. If you grow more quick of ſenſe, more ſenſible of 
divine influences, or withdrawings. Are you more afraid 
of ſin than ever? Are your uns a greater pain to you 
than heretofore? Are your very infirmities your great 
afflictions ? and the daily workings of corruption a con- 

tinual grief of mind to you? | | 
' TI muſt conclude abruptly, commending you to God, 


and can only tell you that I am, your's in the Lord 


Jeſus, | 
Joszeu ALLELINE, 


From the Common Gaol, in Joel- 
cheſter, Oct. 31, 1663. 
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To my dearly beloved, the Inhabitants of Taunton, Grace, 
Mercy and Peace from God our Father, and the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, Hy 


Moſt dearly beloved, 


Have been, through mercy, many years with you, 
and ſhould be willingly ſo many years a N for 
you, ſo I might further your ſalvation. I muſt again 
and again thank you for your abundant affection to me, 
which I value as a great mercy, not in order to myſelf, 


but in order to your benefit, that I may thereby be a 


more likely inſtrument of your good, Surely, ſo much 
as I value your love, yet had I rather be forſaken of 

ou all, _ buried in oblivion ; fo that your eyes and 
e may be fixed on Chriſt, and ſincerely engaged to 
him. Brethren, I have not beſpoken your affections for 
myſelf: O that I might win your hearts to Chriſt. O 
that I might convert you to him though you were di- 
verted from me, I ſhould much rather chooſe to be 


hated of all, ſo this might be the means to have Chriſt 


ſet up ſavingly in the hearts of you all. And indeed 
there is nothing great but in order to God ; nothing is 
conſiderable as it is terminated in us: it matters not 
whether we are in riches or poverty, ſickneſs or health, 


in honour or diſgrace, ſo Chriſt may be by us magnified 


in the condition we are in, Welcome priſon and po- 
verty, welcome {corn and envy, welcome pains of con- 
tempt, if by theſe God's glory may be promoted, What 
are we for but for God? What doth the creature ſig- 
nify ſeparated from his God ? Why juſt ſo much as the 
Cypher ſeparated from the figure, we are nothing worth: 
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but in reference to God and his ends. Better were it - 


that we had never been, than that we ſhould not be to 
him, Better that we were dead than we ſhould live, 
and not to him, Better that we had no underſtanding, 
than that we ſhould not know him. Better that we 
were blocks and brutes, than that we ſhould not uſe 
our reaſon for him, What are our intereſts unleſs they 
be ſubſervient to his intereſt? Or our reputation, un- 
leſs we may hereby glorify him? Do you love me? 
I know you do; but who is there that will leave his 
ins for me? With whom ſhall I prevail to give up 
C 2 himſelf 


(28) | 
himſelf in ſtrictneſs and ſelf-denial to the Lord? Who 
will be intreated by me to fet upon neglected duties, or 
reform accuſtomed fins? Oh wherein may you rejoice 
me? In this, in this, my brethren, in this you ſhall 
befriend me, if you obey the voice of God by me, if 
you be prevailed with to give yourſelves up thoroughly 
to the Lord? Would you lighten my burden? Would 
you make glad my heart? Let me hear of your owning 
the ways and ſervants of the Lord in adverſity, of your 
patient continuing in the ways of holineſs. O that 1 
could but hear that the prayerleſs ſouls, the prayerleſs 
families among you, were now given to prayer! That 
the profane ſinner was awakened, and induced by the 

reaching of theſe bonds, to leave their drunkenneſs, 
heir | looſe company, their deceit and wantonneſs ! 
Will you not be made clean? When ſhall it once be? 
How long ſhall the patience of God wait for you? 
How long ſhall the Lord Jeſus ſtretch out his hands to- 
ward you? O ſinners, caſt yourſelves into his arms! 
Why ſhould you die? Why will you forſake your own 
mercy? Will you periſh when mercy woes you ? Con- 
feſs and forſake your fins, and you ſhall find mercy : 
will you ſell your ſouls to perdition for a little eaſe and 
delight to your fleſh? Or a little of the gain of un- 
righteouſneſs ? Why, theſe are the things that part be- 
tween ſinners and Chriſt, 1 525 
I know many are ſpun with a finer thread, and are 
not far from the kingdom of God. But I muſt again 
warn vou of ſtaying in the Tuburbs of the city of re- 
fuge. O what pity is it that any ſhould periſh at the 
gates! That any ſhould eſcape the pollutions of the 
world, and do many things, yea, and ſuffer too, and 
yet fall ſhort of the glory of God! Oh ye halting chriſ- 
tians, that halt between Chriſt and the world, that are 
as Ephraim, like a cake not turned, dough-baked, pro- 
fefſors, that have lamps without oil, that cry, Lord, 
Lord, but do not the will of our Father which is in 
heaven! How long will you ſtay in the place of the 
breaking forth of children ! and ſtick between the womb 
and the world? Your religion will carry you from the 
profane, and ye own the people of the Lord. There- 
fore all is well? I tell you, godlineſs is a heart-work, 
it goes deep, and ſpreads far: unleſs the frame of your 
hearts, and the drift of your courſe be changed, unleſs 
you be univerſally conſcientious, and e + 
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livered up to the Lord for all times and conditions, 


whatever be the coſt, you are none of Chriſt's, how far 
ſoever you go in external performances, Hear then, O 


people, and let not an almoſt chriſtianity deceive you, 


or ignorance carry you blind-fold to perdition. Oh the 
thoulands, and ten thouſands that have been undone by 
one of theſe! Ah, how often have you been warned 
againſt them, leſt you ſhould ſplit againſt theſe dange- 
rous rocks, O Taunton, Taunton, how often would 
God's ſervants have gathered you, and you would not ? 
Many, very many of you would not, But will you 
now ? Will you yet come in? I cannot forbear once 
more, even out of the priſon, to call after poor finners, 
and make one tender of mercy more. O come to the 
waters of life, waſh you, make you clean, 1 
But for you, whole hearts are ſet againſt every ſin, 
and are reſolved for God and holineſs; you that expe- 
rience a thorough change, and have reſpect to all God's 
commandments, who will have none but God for your 
happineſs, none but Chriſt for your treaſure, that muſt 
and will have him, come what will come, bleſſed are ye 
of the Lord: O happy ſouls rejoice in the Lord, and 
again, I ſay, rejoice: let your ſouls magnify the Lord, 
and your ſpirits rejoice in God your Saviour. Live you. 
a life of praiſe, you are highly favoured of the Lord, 
your lines are fallen in a eib place: only ſtick to 
your choice: beware leſt any man beguile you of your 
reward : watch and keep your garments about you, leſt 
ou walk naked, and men ſee your ſhame, Many will 
e plucking to pull you out of Chriſt's hands; but the 
harder they pluck, the harder do you cling, and cleave 
to him : bleſſed is he that overcometh, 3 
And now the God of heaven fill you all with him- 
ſelf, and make all grace to abound in you, and toward 
you. May he be a ſon to comfort you, and ſhine with 
his beams of grace and glory on you all: Farewell in 
the Lord, I am, your's in the bonds of the Goſpel, 


Joszen ALLEINE, 


Aug, 28, 166g, 
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To the beloved People, the Inhabitants: of Taunton 
Grace, Mercy, and Peace, 


Moſt endeared Chriſtians, 


ELOVED, I am, without a compliment, the de- 
' voted fervant of your ſouls proſperity : may the 
Lord Jefus be ſet up in your hearts : may his name ever 
live in you, and I have what I aſk. If this work be 
not promoted among you, I ſhall account all my pains 
but loſt labour, Brethren, I beſeech you that none of 
you live to yourſelves, for this were directly to croſs 
the end of Chriſt's death: for therefoie he Tied, that. 
you ſhould not live to yourſelves. O live to him that 
died for you! Live to him that is the God of your 
Hife! Live to him that bought your lives with his own! 
To him that bought you from deſtruction, and not only 
fo, but bought you the eternal inheritance, Will a man 
be eaſily perſuaded to loſe his life? How infinitely 
tender are men here! And yet the moſt of men do 
loſe their lives, yea, loſe them for nothing. Beloved, 
conſider, I beſeech you, that life is loſt, that is not lived 
unto God. If you would not loſe your lives that you 
live, live to him who is the end of your lives. Oh re- 
member this, and reckon that day loſt which you haye 
not hved unto God! Brethren, how great a. part of 
our lives we have loſt ? I beſeech you take heed ; you 
are careful about many things, but beware that other 
things do not put out this, the Wk your days and 
ſtrength for him that made you. Would it not be dread- 
ful for a man to find at laſt when he comes to his account 
with God, that his whole life, or at leaſt the main of 


it had been but damnable ſelf-ſeeking? That a man 


mould have ſo many years allowed. him by God, and 


he ſhould. at laſt be found to have been a. wicked 
ſervant that had ſet up for himſelf with his maſter's. 


ſtock, and alienated. his goods? Well, that you may 
thoroughly learn the grand leſſon of living to God, take 
theſe counſels :- 


Firſt, Settle it in your heart that it is the ſum of all your- 
bufinefs and bleſſedneſs to live unto God : it is your buſineſs, 


for 
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for his pleaſure you are and were created: what have 
you to do but to ſerve your Maker in your general and 
articular. callings! Beloved, what elſe have you 
flrength for, but for God? Doth he maintain ſervants, 
and ſhall he not look for their work? Would you en- 
dure it that the ſervants you find with meat and wages 
ſhould ſet up for themſelves? Beloved, God's ſervice 
is your A* e and he made you and keeps you for 
no other end. And it is your bleſſedneſs too. Labour 
to be under the rooted conviction of this, that your hap- 
pineſs lies in pleaſing and honouring God. Let the ſenle 
of this live freſh upon your hearts, and it will regulate 
your whole courſe, The 
Secondly, Labour to keep alive in yourſelves a deefr ſenſe 
of your ftrong obligations to God, Often think with yours 
ſelves, what a reaſonable thing it is, that you ſhould 


with all you have ſerve the Lord. Beloved, ſhall not 


the veſſel be for the uſe of the potter that made it ? 
Shall not the ſervant trade for his maſter with whoſe 
goods he is entruſted? Do you not fetch all your 


bread from God's door? Is he not the author of qur 


being and well-being ? Is it not from him that you 
fetch every breath? Your intereſt obliges you to 
pleaſe him. Why ſhould Belfkazzar's charge be againſt 
you? That the God in whoſe hand your breath is, 
and whoſe are all your ways, you have not glorified, 
Dan. v. 23- ; | 
Thirdly, Every morning let this be your firſt. and firm 
reſolution, I will ſet forth this day in the name of God. 
Your firſt and laſt thoughts are of greateſt conſequence, 
and therefore 1 adviſe you to begin and end wich this; 
wheneyer you lie down, ſay in yourſelyes, I will make 
uſe of my bed as an ordinance of God, that I may be re- 
freſhed and fitted for his work: whenever you riſe up, 
think, I will ſpend the day for God, and follow the buk- 
neſs of my calling, becauſe Iam ſo appointed by God, 
Beloved, I deſign the ſweetneſs and comfort, as well 


* 


as ſtrictneſs of your lives. Live to God as you are di- 
rected, and you ſhall marvellouſly proſper in both, Iam 


not ſure yet whether or no LI ſhall ſee you at the aſlizes.. 
L leave all things to your Father's wiſe diſpoſal, and com- 
mending you to God, I reſt your's in the bonds of the: 
Lord Jeſus, | Joszen ALLEINE.. 


From the Priſon at Toelchefter, Nov. 14, 166g. 
LETTER 
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To the beloved People, the Flock of God in Taunton, 
Grace, and Peace. 57 | 


Moſt dear Friends and Brethren, 


Have ſent theſe few lines, to beſeech you by theſe 
1 bonds, which I gladly endure for your ſakes, to hold 
forth, and hold faſt the profeſſion of your faith without 
wavering. The Lord make you ſtedfaſt in the holy docs 
trine wherein you have been taught. I have not ſhunned 
to declare unto you the whole counſel of God. O re- 
member, that by the ſpace of eight years, I ceaſed not 
to warn every one of you, and kept back nothing that 
was profitable, but have taught you publickly, and from 
81 to houſe, that I might preſent every man perſect 
in Chriſt Jeſus, 
You that have taken upon you the profeſſion of ſtrict 
odlineſs, I ſhall only preſs you to preſs towards the 
Mark. You have much work to do, and God hath 
given you no time to loiter in, I beſee&h you to put 
on; The perſon that fits down when he hath gotten to 
that pitch that he thinks will bring him to heaven, 1s 
never like to come thither : Grace is one of thoſe things 
that ſaith, „It never hath enough.” Let me urge upon 
you the Apoſtle's counſel, „Follow after holineſs,” 
Firſt, Holineſs is the choiceſt ornament: It is an 


adorning in the ſight of God, of great price. It is the 


glory of God, and will you count it your ſhame ? Exod, 
xv. God is glorious in Holineſs, and grace is called glory, 
2 Cor, iii. 18. Yet we may now cry out as the Pfalmiſt, 
« O ye ſons of men, how long will ye turn my glory into 
ſhame? ”” Pſalm iv. 2. But be of good comfort, the 
ſhame of holineſs is real glory. 

Secondly, Holineſs is the ſafeſt defence; grace is not 
only for ornament, but for uſe. Righteouſneſs is a 
breaſt-plate that keeps the vitals, and ts a ſure defence 
from any mortal wounds, When the politicians have 
done their beſt, it is he that walketh uprightly, that 
walketh ſurely, Prov. x. 19. Let integrity and upright- 
neſs preſerve me,“ ſaith David. I defire to be no longer 
ſafe than theſe can preſerve me; when I muſt let go my 


integrity or my ſafety, I will chuſe the danger rather 


than the fin; And yet will never doubt but my in- 
tegrity 
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tegrity will ſave me harmleſs. Never perſuade me that 
that man chooſes wiſely, who runs upon the dif- 
pleaſure of God, to flee man's diſpleaſure, ' Did you 
ever hear of a man ſo mad as to run upon the ſword's 
roint, to avoid the ſcratch of a pin? Why this is the 
wiſdom of the diſtracted world, who will fin rather 
than ſuffer, and to ſave themſelves harmleſs in the world, 
will run upon God, even upon the thick boſſes of his 
buckler, | 

Thirdly, Holineſs will be found to be your real hap- 
pineſs: Eat of this tree, and you ſhall be indeed as 
Gods, Godlineſs is God's likeneſs. The beauty of holi- 
neſs is his very image; fin is the diſeaſe of which holi- 
neſs is the cure. O what peace and tranquillity doth 
holineſs work in the mind! Great peace have they 
that love thy commandments, and nothing ſhall offend 
them.“ In a word, holineſs is the perfection of man's 
nature, the communication of the divine nature, the 
earneſt of glory, and the very entrance of heaven, 

Let me ſay now to every one of you, as our Saviour 
to Martha; © Believelt thou this?“ If you do, hive ike 
Believers, and follow after holineſs as others follow 
their trades or ſtudies, Let religion be your bulinels, 
and not a thing by the by: Follow as. bard after grace, 
as if yau did indeed believe riches and honour were in 
it. Let holineſs fit on your lips, and ſeaſon all your 
ſpeech with grace. Profeſs it, own it, plead ſtoutly for 
it, be advocates for holineſs, in an adulterous and wicked 
generation, Wear it as a robe of honour, when the world 
caſt their reproaches at you for it: Let it dwell in your 
hearts: Let it adorn your houſes: Let it be your com- 
panion in your cloſets ; Let it travel with you in your 
Journies : Let it lie down and riſe up with you: Let it 
cloſe your eyes in the evening, and call you out of your 
beds in the morning. Be you the votaries of holineſs: 


Keep her, and ſhe ſhall keep you. 


Becauſe I know you love to hear of my welfare, I 
muſt tell you, that goodneſs and mercy follow me per- 
petually every day, and every night, Glory to God in 
the higheſt, Dear brethren, fare you well in the Lord, 
I am, your devoted Servant in the Goſpel, whether a 
Bond-man, or a Free, | Joszpa ALLEINE.s 


From the Common Gaol at Jvelchefter, Dec. 3, 1664. 
LETTER 
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To the Flock of Chriſt in Taunton, Grace and Peace, 
Moſt endeared Friends, 1 | 


Would have you count nothing as certain but Chriſt's 


1 love and care, This you may build upon: You need 
not fear leſt time and diſtance ſhould wear out the re- 
membrance of you with him: Do any of you queſtion 
whether you are ſo happy as to have your names re- 
corded above? I ſhall bring it to a ſpeedy iſſue: do 
you queſtion whether Chriſt hath taken your names ? 
Whether you are upon his heart? Let me aſk you, 
& Is heaven upon your hearts?” Is the name of Jeſus 
deeply engraven upon your ſouls? Is his image and ſu- 
pericription there? If you find that heaven is the main 
of your cares, that your hearts are ſet upon it, as your 
home and your country; and that it is your buſineſs to 
ſeek it and ſecure it? If your hearts be upon heaven, 
vour names are unqueſtionably written in heaven. 
Again, hath Chriſt recorded his name in your hearts ? 
Is the Name of Jeſus, the beloved Name with you? 
Precious above all; next to your hearts? Is there no 
other name under heaven ſo dear and ſweet to you? 
What room hath Chriſt in you? If any thing be deeper 


in your hearts than He is, you are unſound, As the 


Father hath given him, ſo do your hearts give him a 
Name above every name: is Chriſt uppermoſt with you 


in your aff=&ions? Then rejoice and leap for joy, your 


names are moſt precious with Chriſt- if his name be 
above all dear to you. Once more, hath Chriſt drawn 
out his own ſimilitude upon you? Is Chriſt within 
you? Doth he dwell in your hearts? Then be ſure 
you have room in his heart: the image of Chriſt is 
holineſs, Is this that which your very hearts is ſet 
* ? Do you thirſt for holineſs? Do you follow 
after holineſs? Do you prize it above all proſperity 
and worldly, greatneſs? Do you hate every fin, and 
long to be rid of it as your moſt irkſome burden, and 
uſe all God's means againſt it as far as you know them? 
If it be thus with you, Chriſt hath ſet his ſtamp upon 
your hearts, and hath ſet you as a ſeal upon his heart, 
Rejoice then, O Chriſtians, and bleſs yourſelves, in 
being under Chriſt's care, Fear not little flock ; ſtronger 
is he that is with you, than he that is againſt you: what 
though 
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hough Satan ſhould raiſe all his militia againſt you p 
\dhere to Chriſt, doing and ſuffering his pleaſure, and 
he ſhall ſecure you: the Lord will not forſake you, be- 
auſe it hath pleaſed the Lord to make you his people: 
Many will be plucking at you, but fear not, he hath all 
power; Can omnipotence ſecure you? He is all trea- 
ſure; Can unſearchable riches ſuffice you? In a word, 
he is all fulneſs: Can fulneſs fill you? If ſo, you are 
bleſſed and ſhall be bleſſed. ; 
Beloved, we loſe unutterably for want of conſiderin 

dur own privileges, and bleſſedneſs. O man, is Chriſt 
hine, and yet doſt thou live at a low rate? Is thy 

ame Written in heaven, and yet doſt thou not rejoice ? 
Shall the children of the kingdom, the candidates of 
glory, the choſen generation, be like other men? O 
Chriſtians, remember who and whence you are! Con- 
ſider your obligations; beſtir yourſelves, run, and 
wreſtle, and be ſtrong for the Lord of Hoſts, (and 
earneſtly, yet peaceably) contend for the faith once de- 
livered to his — What, ſhall we make nothing of 
all that God hath ſaid and done for us O Chriſtians, 
ſhall he that hath obtained the king's patent for an earl- 
dom, glory in his riches and honour ? And ſhall the 
grant of heaven ſignify little with thee? Or Chriſt's 
patent for the ſon-ſhip and partnerſhip with himſelf be 
like a cypher? Shall Haman come home from the ban- 
quet with a glad heart, glorying in the greatneſs of his 
riches, and all the things wherein the king had pro- 
moted him? And ſhall we find it under God's own 
hand, that he intends the kingdom for us, that he will 
be a Father to us, that he gives and grants all his infinite 
erfections to us, and yet not be moved? Chriſtians 
ive like yourſelves, let the world ſee that the promiſes 
of God and privileges of the Goſpel are not empty 
ſounds, Let the heavenly chearfulneſs and the reſtlels 
diligence, and the holy raiſedneſs of your converſations, 
pou the reality, excellency, and Lads of your re- 
igion. See that you receive not the grace of God in 
vain. Remember with trembling, To whom much is 
given, of him much ſhall be required.“ With ny moſt 
dear love to you all, I commend you to your Father 
and my Father, to your God and my God, remaining . 
your's in all manner of obligations, JoszFEnH ArTEINE. 


From the Common Gaol at Tvelchefter, Jan, 20, 166g. 
LETTER 
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LETTER XV. 


| [What do you more than others ?] 
To the moſt dearly beloved, the ſervants of God, in 


Taunton, Grace and Peace. 


Moſt laving and entirely beloved, 


OU are a great joy to me. I know not what thanks 

to render to the Lord for you, when I hear of your 
conſtancy and fidelity, and zeal, in adhering to him, and 
his ways, even in ſuch a time as this: Lou are highly 
favoured. Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael; that he 
bath regarded the low eſtates of his ſervants : that he 
mould ever indulge you as he hath, and hover over you, 
even as the eagle ſtirreth up her neſt, and fluttereth over 
her young, ſpreadeth abroad her wings, taketh them, 
bezreth them on her wings, for ſo hath the Lord your 
God dealt with you: he bath kept you as the apple of 
his eye, „and ſince the ſtreams of Cherith were dried 
up, yet to this day he hath not ſuffered the handful of 
meal to waſte, nor the oil in the cruiſe to fail,“ but hath 
continually provided for you. How ſhould I love and 
bleſs the Lord for this his great grace towards you? 
Now, I beſeech you, my brethren, that you conſider 
the kindneſs of the Lord ; for the Lord your God is he 
that careth for you, and that you love the Lord your 
God, and fear him for ever, for he is your life, and 
the length of your days.” And as Job had.a holy fear 
of his children, leſt they ſhould have offended; ſo I am 
Jealous of you with a godly jealouſy, leſt any of you 
ſhould receive this grace of God in vain, I muſt not 
ceaſe to put you in mind, that God doth look for no 
{mall matter from you, Remember my charge, that there 
be not a barren tree, nor a dwarf Chriſtian among you; 
where the Lord ſoweth much, he expects to _ ac- 
cordingly. Whoſe account, my beloved, is like to be ſo 
great as yours? O look about you, and think of the 


maſter coming to reckon with you for his talents: when 


he will expect no ſmall increaſe. Beloved, what can 
you do? How much are you grown? What ſpoil have 
you _ upon your corruptions? What progreſs in 
race | 

. Suppoſe Chriſt ſhould put the awakening queſtion to 
you, What do you more than others? God doth expect 
more of his people, than of any others in the world: 
And well he may. For 1, 6 He 
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1. * He hath beſtowed more on them tan on others :** now 
where much is given, much ſhall be required; can you 
think of that without trembling? He hath bes ve f on 
them ſingular love; Thee only have I known of all the 
families on earth: and he looks that his love ſhould 
be a conſtraining argument to obedience. Again, he 
hath laid out a fingular care for his people, more than 
for others: he cares for no men, for nothing in all the 
world, in compariſon of them, He reproveth kings for 
their ſakes, He will give nations and kingdoms for their 
ranſom. So precious are they in his fight, and fo dearl 
beloved, that he will give men for them, and people for 
their life. He withdraweth not his eyes from the righ- 
teous, he will not endure them out of his fight. The 
eyes of the Lord are upon the righteous, and kirft the 
eye of his more accurate obſervation: God can wink at 
others, as it were, and overlook what they do with little 
notice, but he has a moſt curious eye upon his people, 
he marketh their ſteps, and booketh their words, ne 
weigheth their actions, and pondereth all their goings. 
And ſhould they not walk more cautiouſly than any 
alive, that are under ſo exact an eye? Secondly, the 
eye of ſpecial care and protection. Behold the eye of 
the Lord is upon them that fear him; “I will guide 
thee with mine eye: And ſhould not they be a re 
tender and careful how to pleaſe the Lord, who hav 
his ſingular care laid out on aa ? In ſhort, God hath 
beſtowed on them ſingular privileges: Theſe are a pe- 
culiar treaſure to him above all people, a kingdom off 
prieſts, an holy nation; they dwell alone, they are di- 
verſe from all people. . When the whole world lies in 
wickedneſs, thele are called, and choſen, and faithful; 
waſhed, and juſtified, and ſanCtified, in the Name of 
the Lord Jeſus, and by the Spirit of our God, The reſt 
are the refuſe ; theſe the jewels. Shall not God's prieſts 
be clothed with righteouſneſs, and ſhall not princes liye | 
above the rate of peaſants? es | 

2. He hath entruſted them with more than others Not- 
only with the talents of his grace, (for the increaſe 
whereof they muſt give a {tric account) but alſo with 
the jewel of his glory, How tenderly ſhould they walk, 
that are entruſted with ſuch a jewel? Remember, your 
Maker's glory is bound up in your fruitful walking, 

3. He hath qualified them more than others, He hath put 
into them a Principle of Life, having quickened them 

| D | together 
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together with Chriſt, He hath ſet up a light in their 
minds, when others lie in darkneſs. He hath given them 
other aids, than others have, even his Spirit to help 
their infirmities, when others lie like veſſels that are 
 wind-bound, and cannot ſtir. | 

4. He hath provided for them other manner of things than 
for others. Theſe are the little flock to whom it is his 
good pleaſure to give the 2 : Great are the pre- 
parations for them, The Father hath prepared the 
eee for them from the foundations of the world: 
The Son is gone to heaven on purpoſe to prepare a 
place for them: The Spirit is preparing them, and 
making them meet to be partakers of the inheritance 
of the Saints in Light: And ſhould theſe be like other 

P | 

 _ Brethren, God and men expect you ſhould do more 
than others, ſee that you be indeed ſingular. For 

1. If you do no more for God than others, he will do 
more againſt you than others: © You only have I known, 
therefore will I puniſh you.” The barren tree in the 
vineyard muſt down, whereas had he been in the com- 
mon he might have ſtood much longer. God looketh 
for grapes from his vineyard, on which he had be- 
ſtowed fuch care more than ordinary, but when they 
os forth wild grapes, he will lay them waſte in a 
worle manner than the foreſt, | 

2. If you do no more than others, you mult look for 
no more than others: If you ſhould put off God with 
a common obedience, you muſt expect to be put off 
with common mercies, - ; 

g. Except you do more than others, God will be diſ- 
honoured by you more than others. | 

And truly, as God looks for more from his. own than 
others, ſo he looks for more from you than others, 
even of his own, becauſe he hath done more: See that 
you be ſhining Chriſtians, that you be ſtrong in the 
grace of God, that you preſs towards the Mark. But 
I muſt conclude; I give my love among you all, being 
able to add no more, but that I am, your's in fervent 
love and longings, 5 
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To the ſervants of God in Taunton, Salvation, 


TH Moſt endeared Chriſtians, 
re- ] Am your's, and love to be ſo, being ambitious not. 
to have dominion over your faith, but to be a helper. 
d: of your joy. Chriſt's officers are fo your rulers in the 
ea Lord, as yet to preach not themſelves, but the Lord 
nd Jeſus Chriſt, and themſelves your ſervants for Jeſus's 
ice fake. I have no greater felicity under heaven, than 
der to ſerve the good of ſouls. N how fares it 
with your ſouls? Are they in health? Do they proſper? 
Pre It is a joy to me to hear when your trade flouriſhes : 
| But theſe are very little things if we look into eternity. 
do ÞÞ Brethren, my ambition for you is, that you ſhould be 
/n, | cedars among the ſhrubs; that from you ſhould ſound 
the out the word of the Lord, and that in every place your 
m- faith to God-ward ſhould be ſpread abroad. That ye 
eth ſhould be as a field that the Lord hath bleſſed : that you 
be- ſhould not only have the name, but the ſpirit, life, 
ey power, heat, growth, vigour of Chriſtianity among you. 
n a t not Taunton only have the name to live; but ſee to 
it, that the kingdom of God be with you: Oh that 
for every one of your ſouls might be a temple of God? 
ith Oh that every one of your families might be a church 
off of God! | | | 3 | 
Beloved, look to it, that every one that nameth the 
liſ- name of Chriſt among you depart from iniquity, ſecres 
as well as open, of the heart as well as of the life. 
ian Let no man think that to make an out-cry upon the 
ers, (wickedneſs of the times, will ſerve his turn; many go to 
hat hell in the company of the wiſe virgins, That no man 
the may be a ſelf-deceiver, let every man be a ſelf-ſearcher. 
But He that keeps no day-book in his ſhop, and no account 
in his conſcience, his eſtate and his foul will thrive - 
both alike, Beloved, I would that you ſhould remem- | 
ber whither, you are going, If a man be after a few 
months to, be tranſported into another country never to 
return, he will ſend over whatever he can, and make 
the. beſt proviſion he may againſt he come, into that 
country, q 
Brethren, you are, ſtrangers and pilgrims here, and 
have but a few months to ſtay in this country; fee that 
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you traffic much with heaven, Chriſt is our common 
Factor. O ſend. over to him what poſſibly you can, 
Give alms plentifully, pray continually, be much in 
meditation and conſideration ;, Reckon with yourſelves 
daily; Walk with God in your callings: Do all the 
duties of your relations as unte God: Live not one day 
to yourſelves, but -unto Chriſt : So ſhall you be con- 
tinually tranſporting into another world, and laying up 
treaſure in heaven: And O the bleſſed ſtore that you 
Mall find there after a few years diligence! Beloved, 
while you are here in this world, you are but like a 
merchant's ſhip in a ſtrange port; The day for your re- 
turn is ſet, and you are to ſtay no longer than till your 
freight is ready: Be wiſe, know your ſeaſon, improve 
your time, you are made or marr'd for ever, as you ſpeed 
in this one voyage, There 1s no returning to this coun- 
try to mend a bad market, God will call in all his 
talents, time ſhall be no longer. Oh, come in, come 
and buy now, while the market 1s open, that you who 
want may have grace, and you that have, may have it 
more abundantly. Go and plead with the Lord Jefus, 
that he hath bid you come buy and eat without money, 
and without price; That he hath counſelled you to 
come buy of him, gold, raiment and eye-falve; Tell 
him you are come according to his call,, and wait upon 
him for grace, for righteouſneſs, for light and inſtruction: 
Lay hold on his word, plead it, live upon it: He is 
worthy to be believed, worthy to be truſted, go out of 
yourſelves to him, unlearn yourſelves, Js 8 

There 1s a threefold foot that we naturally ſtand upon, 
our own Wiſdom, our own Righteouſneſs, and our own 
Strength; theſe three feet mult be cut off, and we muſt 
learn to have no ſubſiſtence but in Chriſt, and to ſtand 
only on his bottom, Study the excellent leſſon of Self. 


denial, Self-annihilation. A true Chriſtian is like a vine 


that cannot ſtand of "itſelf, but is wholly ſupported by 
the prop it leans on, It is no ſmall thing to know out- 
ſelves to be nothing, of no might, of no worth, of no 
underſtanding ; to look upon ourſelves as helpleſs, worth- 
leſs, fooliſh, empty. ſhadows, This holy littlenels is a 
great matter; when we find that all our inventory 
amounts to nothing but folly, weakneſs, and beggary: 
when we ſet down ourſelves for cyphers, our gain for 
loſs, our excellencies for very vanities, then we ſhall 
learn to live like believers, A true Saint is like a glals 
| without 
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without a foot, that ſet him where yeu will, is ready te- 


fall every way till you ſet him to a prop: Let Chriſt be 
the only ſupport you lean on, When you are throughly. 


emptied, and ſee all comelineſs to be but as a withered. 


flower, dead, dried, paſt recovery, then. you. will be. 
put upon the happy neceſſity of going out of Chriſt 
for all. | ADE" 

I can add no more but my p 
ſo commending you to God, and the word of his grace, 
I reſt the fervent well-wiſher of your ſouls, 


Jeszrn Ausz. 


L E T TE XR XVI. 
To the Servants of God in Taunton, Salvation: 
Moſt endeared Chriſtians, + 34 3 
Send you a few priſon counſels. 1. Toimprove for eters 
nity, the advantages of your frond fate. Though you 
are at many diſadvantages with reſpect to the public or- 
dinances, yet you have many moſt happy privileges. Ob 


what a mercy have you that you may ſerve: God While 
you will in your families! t you may be as much 


as you will with God in ſecret prayer, and holy medi- 


tation, and ſelf-examination} I beſeech you, eonfider 
what a bleſſing you have above others, that have your 
health, and a competency, and are free from thoſe 
heart-cating cares, that ethers are diſabled by, from 
looking after God and their ſouls. Oh conſider what a 
bleſſed ſeed-time you have for eternity! Now be wiſe 
and improve your happy ſeaſon. Prepare for death. 
Make all ſure : Preſs on towards the mark. Lay up- in 
ſtore for yourſelves a good foundation againſt the time 
to come, In the morning ſow your ſeed, and in the 
evening withdraw not your hand, Treaſure up much 
in heaven, What profit is it that you. have more than 


others? More liberty, more comfort, more health, 
more wealth, 3 you love God more, and ſerve him 


better than others? Now ply your work, and diſpatch 


your buſineſs, fo as that you may have nothing to-trouble: 
you upon your death- beds. 1 
2. To con ſider alſo the diſadvantages of your ſtate. Stud 
to know your own weakneſs, and. where your danger 
lies, that you may reſiſt Satan and prevent your miſcar- 
rying,; There is no condition but has its-laares.. See: 


D 3 tat 


rs to my counſels, and f 
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that ye acquaint yourſelves with his devices left you be 
beguiled by him, through your own unwearineſs. You 
that are well provided for in the world had need to 


watch yourſelves, leſt you fall in love with preſent 


things, leſt ye be lifted up, leſt you truſt in thoſe car- 
nal props, and put confidence in the creatures; leſt you 
Warp, and decline, and baulk your duties through the 


dieſire of preſerving your eſtates. You that have little 


in the world, are not without your temptations: Oh 
take heed of envying 3 of others, of mur- 
muring and diſcontent, of diffidence and diſtruſtful- 


_ neſs, of uſing indirect means to help yourſelves: Be 


ſure you make not any preſſures an excufe from your 
daily ſerving God in your families, and in ſecret. Set 
this down as your. rule, and unchangeable refolution, 
that God, and your fouls, and. your families, ſhall be 
looked duly and continually after, go the world which 
way it will. Conſider what fins your tempers, relations, 
callings, moft expoſe you to. Be not ſtrangers to your- 
ſelves. Prove yourſelves upright in keeping from all 
miquity. 5 | | 

g. To converſe often with your duſt. Brethren, we are 
going; the grave waiteth for us: O forget not that cor- 
ruption is your father, and the worm your mother, and 
your fiſter! Theſe are your kmdred that you muſt 
ſhortly dwell with, when you come to your long home. 
Remember the days of darkneſs which ſhall be many. 
Take every day ſome ferious turns with death. Think 


did you wiſh for moſt at that\time ? What did then 
trouble you moſt? O mark theſe things and live ac- 
eordingly. Often aſk your hearts, what if Ged ſhould 
this night require my ſoul? |. | 
4. To ferve your generation with your might- while you 
kave time. V ou have but a very litile time to bring God 
any glory here, or to do your friends any good. Now 
up, and be doing. Now or never, live in the deep and 
conſtant ſenſe of the very little time that you have for 
this world, and the great work you have to do. You 
are going whence you ſhail not return, There's no after- 
game to be played, What! But one calt for eternity 

and will you. not be careful to throw that well ? 1 
oſt 


„„ Ke Ar“ 
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: Moſt:dearty beloved, 1 covet after your furtherance! 
in mortification,. and growth in grace. And Oh that E 
could. repreſent death unto you, as it will ſhew ſhortly: 
itſelf: or could I but open a window into eternity to 
you; how effectually would this do the work. Theu the 
cripple would fling away his crutches, the flothful would 
Pluck his hand out of his boſom, and ſhake off his ex- 
cuſes, and be night and day at his Work. Then the Lacs 
dicean would be recovered from his benumbed frame; 
then We ſhould have no halving in religion, no lazy 
wiſning and complaining; but men would ply the dars 

urpoſe, and fweat at their work. 

22 lift up yourſelves above the objects of ſenſe: 
be men for eternity, and carry it like thoſe that feck for 
glory, honour, and immortality. I commend you to di- 
vine grace; and am your's in the bonds of the Goſpel of 
our Lord Jeſus, a Joszern ATI EINE. 


From the Common Gaol, at Toelcheſter, Nov, 14, 1663. 
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To the loving and moſt beloved People, the Servants of 
Go in Taunton, Grace and Peace. | | 


Moſt dearly Beloved, 


I fr ace hg 1 am forced at the raſan} to be at a 
diftance from you, yet I would not have you igno- 
rant, that the care of your eternal welfare is always 
living upon my heart. Therefore as my beloved friends 
I warn you, and ceaſe not to {tir you up by way of re- 
membrance, being jealous for you with a godly jealeuſy, 
that no man take your crown, I know you have many 
enemies, and above all I fear your boſom. enemies: and 
as the-watchman' of the Lord I give you careful warning, 
and exhort you all not to-be high-minded, but fear. 
Bleſſed is the man that feareth always. Look diligently, 
leſt any of you fail of the grace of God; You have 


made long profeſſion of the name of Jeſus Chriſt: Oh, 


fee upon what ground you ſtand, You mult, every one 


of you, ſtand ſhortly before the judgment feat of Shriſt, 


and be tried for your lives: Oh, try yourſelves thoroughly 
firſt, Tis eaſy to miſtake a partial reformation and ex- 
ternal obedience, for true ſanctification. Therefore I 
beſeech you every one, to examine whether you are in 
the faith. Prove your ownlelves, Tell me not, you 


hope 


F 


(44) : 

you are ſincere, you hope you ſhall go to heaven: 
never put it off with hopes, but pray, and try, and ſearch, 
till you know you are paſſed from death unto life, and 
that you know you have a building, not made with hands, 

eternal in the heavens. | 
Suppoſe I ſhould aſk you one by one, where are your 
evidences for heaven? Could you make out your claim ? 
Can you bring me Scripture 1 ? Can you ſhew me 
the marks of the Lord Jeſus? What mean you to live 
at uncertainties? Brethren, it is an intolerable igno- 
rance for any of you in theſe days of glorious light, not 
to be able to tell the diſtinguiſhing marks of a ſound 
believer. And it is intolerable careleſſneſs, if you do not 
bring yourſelves to the trial by theſe marks. What . 
Are your hands filled with books, and your ears with 
ſermons, that tell you ſo plainly from the word of God, 
how you ſhall know whether you are in Chriſt, and are 
ou {till to ſeek ? Oh, ſtir up yourſelves, Take heed, 
Jen a promiſe being left of entering into his reſt, any of 
you fall ſhort of it at laſt. You are a profeſſing people, 
ou pray, and you hear: but, Oh look to your ſincerity. 
k to your - "0 N to your ends, elſe you 
may loſe all at laſt, Examine, not only what is done, 
but whence tis done, look to the roots as well as to the 
fruit. Eye not only your actions, but your aims. Re- 


member what a ſtrict eye you are under. The Lord Jeſus. 


makes ſtrict obſervation upon all your works and ways. 
He obſerves who of you are fruitful, and who barren 
and unprofitable. He knows who are thriving and who 
declining. He obſerves who. are warm and who luke- 
warm: who are ſound chriſtians, and who have only a 
name to live. 

Chriſtians, put on, preſs towards the Mark, be adding 


to your faith, virtue; and to virtue, knowledge. See 


that you grow extenſively, being abundant in all ſorts 
of good works, Be pitiful, be courteous, gentle, eaſy 
to be intreated. Be {low to anger, ſoon reconciled. Be 
Patient, be temperate, be cheariul. Study not every 


one only his own things, but the good of his neigh. 


bour, Think it not enough to look to your own ſouls, 
but watch for the ſouls of others. Pray for them, warn 
them, be kind to them, ſtudy to oblige them, that by any 
means you may win them, and gain their fouls, 

Labour to grow intenſively, to do better the things. 


chat you did before, to be more fervent in prayer, more: 


free 


. 
free and willing in all the ways of the Lord, to hear 


with more profit, to examine yourſelves more thoroughly, 
to mind heaven more frequently. . 


I commend. myſelf to your prayers, and you to the 
grace of God, Remaining your's in the Lord Jeſus, 


Jose Arie, 

Dorcheſter, July 7, 1664. 1 
„ T2 x06 

[The Character and Privileges of true Believers. ]. > 


To the moſt beloved People, the Servants. of Gop in 
Taunton, Grace and. Peace, 


Moſt dearly Beloved, 


Rejoice to hear of God's continual goodneſs towards 

you ; he is your Shepherd, and therefore it is that 
you do not want. Me you have not always, but he is 
ever with you, his rod and his ſtaff ſhall-comfort you. 
Surely goodneſs and mercy ſhall follow you all the days 
of your lives, and you ſhall dwell in the houſe of the 
Lord for ever. | WA | 
In this, my dear brethren, rejoice, that God is en- 
paged in fo near and fo ſweet relation to you, Doubt- 
els your ſouls ſhall lodge in. goodneſs, and be 3 
for carefully, that have the Almighty for your Shepherd, 
Bleſſed are the flock of his hands, and the ſheep of his 
paſture, happy are the people that are in ſuch a caſe, | 

But who are Chriſt's ſheep ? Not all profeſſors, I 
beſeech you take heed how you reſt in profeſſion, It is 
not profeſſion, but converſion that turns a man froma ſwine 


to a ſheep. Let none of you flatter yourſelves, that be- 


cauſe you have eſcaped the groſs pollutions of the world, 
therefork you are among the number of Chriſt's ſheep. 
All this you may attain to, and yet be but waſhed iwine 
there muſt be an inward, deep, thorough, univerſal 
change, upon your natures, diſpoſitions, inclinations, or 
elſe you are not Chriſt's ſheep. 

If you will be put out of Jaubt whether you are his 


ſheep or not, you mult try it by the mark that Chriſt 


ſets upon all his ſheep, even your ſanctiſication. You 
that will ſtand. to the trial, anſwer truly and delt- 
berately to theſe queſtions, Do you hate every lin as 
he ſheep do the mire? Do you regard no iniquity in 
| | your 
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your hearts? Do you ſtrive againſt, and oppoſe all ſin, 
though it may ſeem never ſo neceſſary, never fo natural 


to. you, or have you not your ſecret haunts of evil? 
"For every ſwine will have his ſwill, Do you abſtain 


from fin out of fear, or out of diſlike? Are yau at peace 


with no fin? Do you not hide ſome iniquity as a ſweet 


morſel under your tongue? Is there not ſome practice 
that you are not willing to know 1s a ſin, for fear you 
ſhould be forced to leave it? Do you love the com- 
mandment that forbids your fin, or do you not wiſh it 
out of the Bible, as that evil man wiſhed God had never 
made the ſeventh commandment? Again, How do you 
ftand affefted towards holineſs? Do you love it ? Do 
you chuſe it? Do you hunger and thirſt after it, and 
defire it more than any temporal good? Have you choſen 
the way of God's precepts, and had rather live holily 
than be allowed to hve in your fins? Do you in your 
very hearts prefer a ſtrict life in communion with and 


conformity to God, before the proſperity of the world 7 


Do you chuſe holineſs, not out of bare neceſſity, be- 
cauſe you cannot go to heaven without it, but out of 


love to it, and from a deep ſenſe that you have of the 


ſurpaſling lovelineſs, and beauty of it? If it be thus 
with you, you are the perſons that the Lord Jeſus hath 
marked tor his ſheep, | | 
And now, come, all that have this mark, come and 
underſtand your happineſs : you are marked out for pre- 
ſervation, and let 1t go how it wall with the reſt, it 
ſhall go well with you, You are the ſeparated ones upon 
whom the angel hath ſet the Seal of the living-God : you 
are redeemed unto God from among men, being the firſt 
fruits unto God and the Lamb, and have your Father's 
Name written on your fore-heads. ] va 
„ Hail, you are highly favoured of the Lord, bleſſed 
are ye among men; though you are but poor and deſpi- 
ſed, and like little Benjamin among the thouſands of 
283 you carry away the bleſſing and the privilege 
rom all the reſt, God hath done more for the leaſt of 
you than for the whole world of mankind beſides, Fear 
not little flock, it is your Father's good pleaſure to give 
you the kingdom.” All that the Scripture ſpeaks of 
that kingdom of glory, that everlaſting kingdom, it 


| . to you. Behold your inheritance. You are he 
0 


ns of God, Inheritors of the kingdom of heaven, 
joint heirs with Chriſt the Lord of glory, A 
g 0 
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Do you believe this? Do you thoroughly believe ? 


If ſo, my work is done, I need not bid you rejoice, nor 


bid you be thankful, only believe, Do this and do all, 
Believe, and you will rejoice with joy unſpeakable and full 
of glory. Believe, and you will be fruitful, and ſhew 
our faith by your works. Believe and you will love, for 
Hith worketh by love. In a word, keep theſe things 
upon your hearts by daily and lively conſideration, and 
this will bring heaven into your ſouls, and engage you 
to all manner of holy converſation, This will mortify 
you to the world, the grand enemy which I charge you 
to beware of, O remember your's is the kingdom ; and 
ponder theſe ſayings in your hearts, Beloved, I have 
written theſe things to you, that your joy may be full, 
And now, peace I leave with you; I am Chrjiit's em- 
baſſador of peace ; his peace I pronounce unto you ; in 
his name I bleſs you. Farewell in the Lord. I am the 
fervent well - wiſher of your ſouls, . Joszrn ALLsINE, 


* Devizes, June 29, 1766. 
| LETTER XX. > 
[Of the Love of CHRIST. 


| To the Servants of God in Taunton, Salvation 
| Moſt dearly beloved, 


H that my letters in my abſence might be uſeful 
to you! It is my joy to ſerve you, and my love 
to you is Without diflimulation : witneſs my twice leſt 
liberties, and my impaired health, all which I might . 
have preſerved, had it not been for my readineſs to mi- 


niſter to you. ; 


But what do I ſpeak of my love? It is the infinite 
love of God your Father, that I would have to dwell 
upon you. Forget me, ſo you remember him. Let me 
be very little, ſo he be very lovely in your eyes, Bury 
me, ſo you ſet the Lord always before you. Let my 
name be written in the duſt, ſo his Name be written 
ep upon all your ſouls. f | 

Lord, I am thy Servant, truly I am thy Servant, 
Glorify thine own Name by me, and thou ſhalt have my 
hand to it, that I will be content to be hid in obſcurity, 
and to diſappear through the brightneſs of. thy ＋ 

I preach not myſelf, but the Lord Jeſus. Give him 
your hearts, and I have my errand, I am but the 919 rh 
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of the Bridegroom, and my buſineſs is, but to give you 
to underſtand his love, and to gain your hearts unto 
him. He is an object worthy of my commendations, 
and of your affections. His love is worth the writing 
of, and worth the thinking of, and worth the ſpeaking 
of. Oh my brethren, never forget, I befeech you, how 
he loveth you, He is in Heaven, and you are on earth; 

et he loveth you, His heart is infinitely tender of you, 
Even now while he is at the Right Hand of the Majeſty 
on high, how feeling doth he cry out at the hurt of his 
poor members on earth, „Saul, Saul, why perſecuteſt 
thou me!” Oh of what quick ſenfe is our dear Lord 


unto us! When we are touched on earth, he feels it 


in Heaven, | 

Brethren, poſſeſs your hearts with this, that Chriſt's 
Love doth go out with infinite dearneſs towards yau, 
Even now, while he is in all his glory, he earneſtly re- 
members you ſtill. This High Prieſt that now is enter- 
ed into the Holy of Holies, and doth bear yvur names, 


' remembering every poor believer. He bears your names 


but where? Upon his breaſt-plate, upon his heart, 
Exod. 28, 29. Sure your lot is fallen in an happy 
pre what in the boſom of Chriſt? Yea, verily, 
may apply that of Gabriel, „O Daniel, thou art 
greatly beloved,” unto you: you are bęloved indeed, 
to have your names written upon the very heart of 
Chriſt now he is in glory. „ 
Oh, let bis Name be written on your hearts. Do not 
write his Name in the ſand, when he has written yours 
upon his own breaſt / Do not forget him who hath taken 
ſuch care, that where he is, he may never forget you, 
having recorded your names, not only in his book, but on 
his fleſh, and ſet you as a ſeal upon his heart. He hath 
you upon his heart; but why? For a memorial before 
the Lord continually, Beloved, your Lord is ſo far 
from forgetting you in all his greatneſs and glory, that 
2 is gone into heaven on purpoſe, there to preſent you 
efore the Lord, that you may be always in remem- 
brance before him. O beloved, glory, yea, and triumph 
in his love: doubtleſs it muſt go well with us. W 
ſhall condemn us? It is Chriſt that died and roſe again, 


and is now making interceſſion, His intereſt is potent. 


He is always preſent, Our Advocate is never out of 
Court. Never did cauſe miſcarry in his hand, Truſt 
you ſafely in him. 


Oh, 


(.49 ) NO | 
Oh, the riches of Chriſt's love! He did not think 
it enough to die for you. His love doth not endiwith 
his natural life on earth, but he ever liveth to make in- 
terceſſion for us. His love is like his life, ever, ever: 
knowing no remiſſion in degree, nor intermiffian of 
time, no ceſſation of working, but is ever, ever in 
motion towards us. | 1 
If the pens of all the world were employed to write 
volumes of love, if the tongues of all the living were 
exerciſed in nothing elſe but talking of his love; if all 
hearts were made up of love; and all the powers and 
affections of the mind turned into love, yet this were 
no leſs than infinitely too little, either to conceive or 
expreſs the greatneſs of Chriſt's love. 3 
O my beloved, may your ſouls be ſwallowed up in 
this love. Think, and think while you will, you can 
never think how much you are beloved, See that you 
love again by way of gratitude, though not of requite! > 
What though your ſouls be but narrow, ang your 
owers but little? Yet love him with all you have. 
Lans him with all your hearts, and all your ſtrength, 
To the meditations, and to the embraces of divine love 
I leave you. Remaining your's in the bonds of the 
moſt.dear Lord Jeſus, Joszen ALLEINE» 


Aug. 11, 1665. 


"LETTER XXI. 


To the beloved People, the Inhabitants of Taunton, 
Grace and Peace, | 


Moſt dear Friends, R | 
Y chief joy is, that my Beloved is mine and I am 
his. But next to that, I have no joy ſo great as 
that you are mine, and I am your's, and you are Chriſt's. 
My relation to Chriſt is above all : he is my life and 
my peace, my riches and my righteouſneſs: he is my 
hope and my ſtrength, and mine wheritance, and my re- 
Joicing : in him will I pleaſe myſelf for ever, and ia him 
will I glory, I eſteem myſelf moſt happy and rich, and 
ſafe in him, though of myſelf Jam nothing, In him 1 
may boaſt without pride, and glory without vanity. 
Here is no danger of being over-much þ/zafed ; neither 
can the Chriſtian exceed his bounds in valuing his own 
riches and happinels in Chriſt : The Lord haty dealt 
; E bountifully 
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bountifully with me, and none ſhall ſtop this my con- 
fidence of boaſting in Chriſt. But as my lot in him is 
above all, ſo it is no ſmall content to me that my lot is 
fallen with you. And though I have broken my health, 
and loſt my liberty once and again, for your ſakes, yet 
none of theſe things move me. I wiſh nothing more 
than to ſpend and to be ſpent upon the ſervice of your 
faith. I bleſs the Lord, for it is an invaluable mercy, 
that ever he called me to be an embaſſador of the-Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt to you-wards. In this ſtation I deſire to 
approve myſelf to him, and that I am withdrawn from 
my work for a ſeaſon, it is but that I may return to you 
refreſhed, and enabled for my work among you. I am 
tender of preſerving the little trength God doth add to 
me, entirely for your ſakes: I bleſs the Lord I am in 


great tranquility here in this town, and walk up and 


down without any queſtioning me. I do by this return 
you my hearty thanks for your earneſt prayers 1a my 
behalf, for it is God that muſt do the cure: I ſeem to 
be retired to this place, as a veſlel rent and ſhattered 
and torn in the ſervice, that is come to recruit in the 
harbour : and here I am as it were repairing and vittual- 
ling to put forth again in the ſervice: which I ſhall do 
as ſoon as I am ready. What is my life unleſs I am ſer- 
viceable? And though I muſt for the preſent forbear 
my wonted labour, yet I ſhall not ceaſe to'exhort you 
while I am abſent from you, to ſtand faſt, and to grow 
up in your holy faith, 

Be warned, my beloved, that you fall not upon thoſe 
rocks on which ſo many have been ſplit. | 

There are three things which I beſeech you carefully 
to beware of. 

1. Left while Chriſt is in your mouths, the world run 
away with your - hearts there is many a ſeeming Chril- 
tian that will be found a mere idolator. Many a ſoul 
goes down to hell in this fin, and never diſcerns it till it 
be too late, Remember, that the oxen, the farm, wife, 
merchandize, all of them lawful comforts, did as effec- 
tually keep men from cloling with Chriſt, as the vileſt 
luſts of the worſt of men. Whatever you find your 


hearts very much pleaſed in, among theſe earthly com- 


forts, ſet a mark upon that thing, and remember that 

there lies your greateſt danger, hat you love molt, 

ou muſt fear moſt ; and think often within yourlelves, 

This, if any thing, is like to be my ruin, Oh, the 
| muliitudes 
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multitudes that periſh by the ſecret hand of this enemy, 
the over-valuing of earthly things. The hearers com- 
pared to the thorny ground, did not openly fall away; 
but while others withered they were as green and freſh 
as ever; and yet their inordinate affettion to the things 
of this life, ſecretly undid all at laſt, Little do moſt 
think, while they pleaſe themſelves in their eſtates, 
while they delight themſelves ſo freely in their chil- 
dren, in their wives, in their habitations and poſſeſ- 
ions; that theſe. are the things which are like to undo 
them for ever, How little is that Scripture thought of, 
«Love not the world; if any man love the world, the 
love of the Father-is not in him.” Are there not many 
among us, who though they LOOP up prayer, and other 
holy duties, yet the ſtrength of their hearts goeth out 
after earthly things? And theſe are their chief care 
and their chief. joy. - Such muſt know they are none of 
Chriſt's ; and they had better underſtand them now, and 
ſeek to be renewed by repentance, than hereafter, when 
there ſhall be no place for repentance | 

2, Leſt while iniquity abounds, your love to Chriſt wax 
cold. Remember what an abomination Zaodicea was to 
Chriſt, becauſe ſhe grew luke-warm ; and what a con- 
troverſy he had with Epheſus, a found church, becauſe 
ſhe did but flacken and grow remiſs in her love. A 
friend is born for adverſity; and now is the time, if you. 
will prove the ſincerity. of your love to Chriſt, by fol- 
lowing him zealouſly, reſolvedly, fully, now he is reject- 
ed and oppoled. - e 

3. Leſt you keep up a barren and fruitleſs proſeſion. See 
to it, that you be not only profeſſors, but proficients; 
Many think all is well, becauſe they keep on in the ex- 
erciſes of religion. But alas! you may keep on pray- 
ing and hearing all the week long, and yet be not one 
Jot the farther. Many there are that keep going, but 
it is like the horſe in the mill, that is going al day, but 
yet is no farther than when you firſt began. Nay, it 
often happens in the trade of religion, as in trading in 
the world, where many keep on in trading ſtill, till for 
want of care and caution, and examining their ac- 
counts, they trade themſelves out of all. Oh, look to 
it my brethren, that none of you reſt in the doing of 
duties, but examine what comes of them, - Otherwiſe, 


as you may trade yourſelves into poverty, ſo you may 
hear and pray yourſelves into hardneſs of heart and 
„ E 2 deſperate 
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deſperate fecurity and formality. This was the very 


__ Caſe of wretched Laodicea, who kept up the trace of re- 


ligious duties, and verily thought that all was well, be- 
cauſe the trade went on, and that ſhe was increaſed in 
fpiritual goods; but when her accounts were caſt up, 
all comes to nothing, and ends in wretchedneſs, po- 
verty, and nakedneſs, I commend you to the living 
God. Remaining your fervent well-wiſher and Em- 
baſſador in Chriſt, | Josten ALLEINE, 


Devizes, June 22, 1666. 


„rn 
[Admiration of the Lovz of G00.] 


ro the moſt Loving and beſt Beloved, the Servants of 
f God, in Taunton, Salvation. 
My moſt dear Friends, 


Love you, and long for you in the Lord, and I am 
weary with forbearing that good and bleſſed work 
that the Lord hath committed to me, for the further- 


ance of your ſalvation, How long, Lord, how long 


ſhall I dwell in ſilence How long ſhall my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth? When will God open 
wy lips, that I may ſtand up and praiſe him! But it is 
my Father's good pleaſure yet to keep me in a total dil- 
ability of publiſhing his Name among you; unto him 
my ſoul ſhall patiently ſubſcribe, I cannot complain 
that he is hands to me: I am full of the mercies of the 
Lord, and ſhall I complain? Far be it from me. 

But though 1 may not murmur, methinks I may 
mourn a little, and {it down and wiſh, O if I may not 
have a tongue to ſpeak, would I had but hands to 
write, that I might from my pen drop ſome heavenly 
counſels to my beloved people. But it cannot be; 
alas, my right hand ſeems to have forgot her cunning, 
and hath much ado with trembling to lift the bread unta 


my mouth. Da you think you ſhould-have had ſo little 


to ſhew under my hand, to beat witneſs of my care for 
you, and love to you, if God had not ſhook my pen 
as it were out of my hand? But all that he doth is done 
well, and wiſely, and therefore I ſubmit. I have pur- 
ofed to borrow hands wherewith to write unto my be- 
RA. rather than be filent any longer, 1 
| ut 
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But where ſhall I begin, or when ſhall I end? If I 
think to ſpeak of the mercies of God toward me, or 
mine enlarged affections towards you, I feel already 
how inſufficient all J can ſay will prove at laſt to utter 
what I have to tell you: but ſhall I ſay nothing becauſe 
I cannot utter all? This muſt not be neither. 
Come then, all ye that fear the Lord, and I will tell 
you what he hath done for my ſoul. Oh help me to 
love that precious Name of his, which is above all my 
praiſes. love the Lord, all ye his ſaints, magnify . 
him with me, and let us exalt his name together! He 
hath remembered my low eſtate, becauſe his mercy en- 
dureth for ever, Bleſſed be you of the Lord, for, all 
your remembrances of me before the Lord; you have 
wreſtled with the Lord for me, you have wreſtled me 
out of the jaws of death: O the ſtrength of prayer! 
Surely it is ſtronger than death. See that you honour 
the' power and prevalency of prayer: Oh be in love 
with prayer, and have high and venerable thoughts of 
it. What diſtreſſes, diſeaſes, or death, can ſtand be- 
fore it? Surely I live by prayer. Prayer hath given 
a reſurreftion to this body of mine, when phylicians 
and friends had given up their hopes, | 

O infinite Love, never to be comprehended, but ever 
to be admired, magnified, and adored by every crea- 
ture! O let my heart be filled, let my mouth be filled, 
let my papers be filled with the thankful commemo- 
ration of this matchlels love. O turn your eyes from 
other objects! O bury me in forgetfulneſs, and let my 
love be no more mentioned, nor had in remembrance 
among you, ſo you be thoroughly poſſeſſed and inflamed 
with the love of God. See that you ſtudy this. Fill 
your ſouls with wonder, and be raviſhed with this love: 
take your daily walk, and loſe yourfelves in the field of 
love. O that your ſouls may be drowued in the love of 
Chriſt, till you ſay with the ſpouſe, “I am fick of love.“ 
Who in all the earth ſhould admire and commend this 
love, if I ſhould not? 
ſavour thereof reviveth my ſoul; it is light to mine 
eyes, and life to mine heart; the warm beams of this 


bleſſed Sun, O how have they comforted-me, raviſhed, 


and refreſhed me both in body and foul. Now my own 


hands can feed me, and my own feet can bear me, my 
! appetite is quick, my ſleep comfortable, and God is 


plealed to give ſome increaſe continually; though by in- 
ws 8 ſenſible 


I feel it, I taſte it, the ſweet 
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ſenſible degrees: And ſhall not I praiſe that love which 
bath done all this for me? My heart is enlarged, but I 
told you paper could not hold what I have to ſpeak of 
the goodneſs of the All-graciqus God, in which I live, 
The Grace of our Lord Jeſus be with you all. Fare- 
well in the Lord. I remain your unworthy Miniſter 
and fervent well-wiſher in the Lord, x 


Joszxeu ALLgINE, 


LETTER XXIII. 


To the Servants of Chriſt in Huntingdon, Grace 
| and Peace, | 


Moſt dear Chriſtians, 


' Thankfully acknowledge, both to God and you, that 
I am many ways obliged to love and ſerve. you; and 
furely, when the Lord ſhall turn our captivity, I will 
2 his grace) endeavour to ſhew myſelf thankful. 
am the more ſenſible, of your great love, becaule I 
cannot be inſenſible how little I have been able to do to 
oblige you. Able, I ſay, for I am ſure J have been 
willing to be much more ſerviceable. But now letters 
and prayers are all that I have for yon: of theſe 1 ſhall 
be ready to be prodigal. I fervently pray, and do not 
doubt to ſpeed, that you may reap in grace and glory, 
what you — ſown in bounty. „ Verily, there is a 
reward for the righteous.” Ah how ſure is it! And 
how great, and how near! | | 
Come. on, my. dear Brethren and Fellow-TFravellers, 
Stir up yourſelves and ſet to your race, See that you 
loiter not, but ſpeed in your holy courſe, What, tire 
by the way, or think of looking back when heaven is 
the prize God forbid, To him that ſoweth righ- 
teouſneſs there ſhall be ſure reward. What though it 
ſhould ſeem flow? As long as it is ſo ſure, and ſo great, 
never be diſcouraged, In the end you ſhall reap, if 
ou faint not, Wait but a while, and you ſhall have a 


dleſſed harveſt, The Lord ſpeaks to the Chriſtian, as 


he to his Creditor in another caſe, Have patience with 
me, and I will pay thee all. Oh for faith and patience ! 
How ſafely will thele carry us to the harbour, through 
all difficulties, 5 


Brethren, | 
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Brethren, be ye followers of them, Who through faith 
and patience inherit the promiſes, It is want of patienes 
that undoes the world. Patience I mean, not fo much 
in the bearing the afflicted evil, as in waiting for the 
deferred good, If the reward of religion were in hand, 
who would not be religious? But the Lord deals all 
upon truſt, and on that account is but little dealt with. 
You muſt plough and ſow, and wait for the return of 
all at the harveſt, when this life is ended, They that 
like not religion upon theſe terms, may ſee where they 
can mend their markets, But you, my brethren, be - 
ſtedfaſt, unmoveable, abounding in the work of the 
Lord, for as much as you know your labour ſhall not 
be in vain in the Lord. Wait a little; there is but a 
ſhort life between you, and the bleſſed inheritance of 
glory. Ah wretched unbelievers) How worthy are 
you to be ſhut for ever out of the kingdom, that do ſo 
undervalue all the glory that God hath promiſed, as not 
to count it ſufficient to pay you for a lutle waiting? 
Beloved, lift up your eyes, and behold your inheri- 
tance, the good land that is beyond Jordan, and that 
oodly mountain, The promiſes are a map of heaven, 
50 but view it believingly and conſiderately, as it is 
drawn there, and tell me, what think you of that wor- 
thy portion, that goodly heritage? Will not all this 
make you amends for your ſtay? Why then act like 
believers. Never think much of the pains. and ex- 
pences of religion. Let no man imagine he ſhall come 
off a loſer, What though you are much upon the 
ſpending hand? God is before-hand with you how- 
ever: but I would have you principally to look for- 
ward, It is much that God hath laid out upon you; 
but who can tell what he hath laid up for them that 
fear him? And will you miſs of all for want of patience? 


God forbid. 


Behold, the huſbandman waiteth for the precious fruits 
of the earth, and hath long patience, till he receive the 
early and latter rain. Be ye alſo patient, ſtabliſh your 
hearts, for the coming of the Food draweth nigh. 
What, ſhall the huſbandman have more patience - for 
the fruits of the earth, than you far the precious fruits 
of your faith ? The huſbandman hath no ſuch cer- 
taiaty as you : He hath but a probability of an harveſt, 
and yet he hath patience: He is content to venture; 


e is at great pains, and much colt ; he is {till laying 
| out, 
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out, and hath nothing coming in, and yet he is content 
to wait for his reimburſement, till the corn be grown, 
But your harveſt is more ſure, as ſure as the infallible 
promiſe, the immutable oath of God, | 
Again, the huſbandman hath no ſuch increaſe to look 
for as you. If he were ſure, that every corn-would 
bear a crown, with what joy rather than patience, 
would he go through all his coſt and % ane Why, 
brethren, ſuch is a believer's increaſe.” Every grain 
ſhall produce a crown; and-every tear ſhall bring forth 
a pearl; and. every minute in pains or prayers, an age 
of joy and plory. Beſide, the huſbandman hath long 

atience, and will not you have a little patience ? It 
is not long patience that God doth expect of you: for 
behold, the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. Will 
the garriſon yield when relief is at hand? Or the mer- 
chant give up his hopes, when within ſigbt of the har- 
bour? Or will the huſbandman give up all for loſt, 
when he ſees the fields white for harveſt ? Or ſhall he 


do more for a crop of corn, than you will do for a crop 


of glory? Far be it. Behold the Judge is at the door, 


The Lord is at hand. He cometh quickly, and his re- 
ward is with him, He comes with the crown in his 
hand, to ſet upon the head of patience. Therefore caſt 
.not away your confidence, which hath great recompence 


of reward. The priſoners of the Lord, your brethren 


in the patience of Jeſus, can tell you, it is good ſuf- 
fering for ſuch a maſter, | 


We muſt tell you, as they ſaid to our Lord in another 


caſe, „He is worthy for whom you ſhould do this.” 
God is beyond meaſure gracious to us here. He ſhines 
bright into our priſon, He waters us from heaven and 


earth. As we trult you forget not the poor priſoners, 
when you pray, ſo we would that many thankſgivings 
ſhould abound in our behalf. And prayer being, the 


only key that can open our priſons, we truſt you will 


pray and not faint; Farewell, dear brethren, fare ye 


well in the Lord, I am, an unworthy Embaſſador of 
Jeſus, in bonds, PER: 


JoszyRH ALLEINE, 


From the Priſon at IJvel- 
cheſter, Oct, 28, 1663. 
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My moſt dear Theodoſia, 


1 ſeemeſt to have been long from me; let no- 
thing any longer detain thee, but my Siſter's neceſ- 


ſity, or Father's authority, I am in a comfortable ſtate © - 


of health, through divine goodneſs, to which be glory 
for ever. See that thou love and admire that Fountain 
of our life, and peace: and be ever mindful that it is all 
thy buſineſs to love, and ſerve, and praiſe thy Creator 
and Redeemer, I have no other buſineſs but this to 
write to thee about: but this is all our buſineſs. What 
we ule to call buſineſs is but vanity and paſtime in com- 
pariſon of this. Remember, that it is thy one end only 
to glorify God, and enjoy him for ever. Learn well 
that leſſon, and know that it is the only thing neceſſary. 
Every morning remember that thy ſerving and plealing 
God is the whole buſineſs of that day, and therefore 
ſet out accordingly with an expreſs deſign and intention 
to pleaſe God in thy eating, drinking, viliting, con- 
verſing, and duties throughout the day. My moſt dear 
heart, I have nothing in the world that doth concern 
thee'or me, ſo much to write of to thee, as this, Oh 
that thou mayeſt ſtill be laying up in beaven! Still 
furthering thy account; ſtill adding to the beap, and 
increaſing thy glorious reward? Nothing is done for 

God, but thou ſhalt hear of it again. What ever is 
not done for God, is but ſo much loſt. Thoſe things 
which others do, being led by their natural affections 
and deſires, thoſe things do thou with holy aims, for 
ſpiritual ends, and then God will put it on the accaunt, 
as ſo much done for him. So it is, my deareſt, God 
keeps a true accaunt. See that thou believe it, and ſo 
plough in hope, and ſow in hope ; pray and hear with 
an eye to the fure reward. Let thy hopes be ſtrong and 
lively, and then thy. hands will be ſtrong, and thy reſo- 
lutions and affections will be ſtrong. My time is 
very precious, and I would not loſe an inch of it. See 
thou to it, that my time in writing this letter be not loſt 
time, Love God the more, and ſet thy heart the ſtraight- 
er towards him, and do praiſe this one thing, in ever 

action to look to thy ends, and then I have got wyl 
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and thou better by theſe counſels, My deareſt, 1 love 
thee in truth and tenderneſs, but my love ſignifies little, 
unleſs it ſerve thine eternal good, I reſt thine own, 


Joszen ALLEINE, 


LETTER XXV. 


Tomi WIFE. } 
My dear Heart, 


Y hear: is now a little at reſt to write to thee, I 

have been theſe three days much diſturbed. Strong 
ſolicitations I have bad from ſeveral hands, to accept 
very honourable preferment ; but I have not found the 
invitations to ſuit with the inclinations of my own heart, 
as I was confident they would not with thine. I have 
ſent away my friends ſatisfied with the reaſons of my 
refuſal, and now can ſay, Soul, return unto thy reſt.” 
But alas, that ſuch things ſhould diſturb me! I would 
live above this lower region, that no paſſages whatſoever 
might put me out of frame, or unſettle me from my de- 
fired reſt, I would have my heart fixed upon God, fo 
as no occurrences might diſturb my tranquility, but I 
might be ſtill in the ſame quiet and even frame. Well, 
though I am apt to be uniettled, yet I am like a bird 
out of the neſt, I am never at quiet till I am in my old 
way of communion with God, like the needle in the 
compaſs that is reſtleſs, till it be turned towards the 
ole, 
F I can ſay through grace, „With my ſoul have I de- 
fired thee in the night, and with my ſpirit within me 
have I ſoyght thee early ;”” my heart is early and late 
with God, and it is the buſineſs and delight of my life 
to ſeek him, But alas, how long ſhall I ſpend my days 
in wiſhing, when my glorified brethren ſpend theirs in 
enjoying? As the poor impriſoned captive ſighs under 
his irons, and can only look through the grate, and long 
for the liberty which others enjoy: ſuch is my condi- 
tion, I can only look through the grate of this priſon 
my fleſh; I ſee Abraham, and Iſaac, and Jacob, fitting 
down in the kingdom of God; but alas, I myſelf mult 
ſtand without longing, praying, waiting, for what they 
are enjoying. Happy fouls! When ſhall theſe fetters 
of mine be knocked off? When ſhall I be ſet at liberty 
from this priſon of my body? You are clothed with 


glory, 


re 
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glory, when I am clothed with duſt, I dwell in fleſh, 
in a houſe of clay, when you dwell with God in a houſe 
not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 


I muſt be continually clogged with this cumberſome 
body, when you have put on incorruption and immor- 


tality, What continual moleſtation am I ſubject to by 
reaſon of this fleſh ? What pains doth it coſt me to keep 
this earthen veſſel from breaking, it muſt be exerciſed; 
and which is worſt of all, cheriſhed with time-devouring 
ſleep, ſo that I hve but little of the ſhort time I have 
allotted me here: but oh bleſſed ſouls, you are {wallowed 
up of immortality and life, your race is run, and you 
have received your crown, How cautious muſt I'be to 


keep from dangers, how apt am I to be troubled with 


the cares and fears of this life, when your ſouls are 
taken up with God and Chriſt, and it 1s your work to 
be ſtill contemplating, and admiring that love that re- 
deemed you from all this. What pains mult I be at to 
repair the ruinous building of this-earthly tabernacle, 
which when I have done I.am ſure will ſhortly fall 
about my ears; when you have got far above mortality, 
and are made equal with the angels. Oh I groan earn- 
eſtly to be clothed upon with my houſe which is from 
heaven, being willing rather to be abſent from the body 
and preſent with the Lord: Oh, when ſhall I come and 
appear before him? When ſhall I receive the purchaſe 
of my Saviour, the fruit of my prayers, the harvelt of 
my labours, the end of my faith, the ſalvation of my. 
ſoul P Alas! what do I here? This is not my reſtiag 
place, my treaſure is in heaven. Oh when ſhall I be 
where my heart is? Wo is me that I dwell in the tents 
of. Keder, O that I had wings like a'dove, that I might 
fly away and be at reſt, . Then would I hallen my eſcape 
ſrom the ſtorm and tempeſt, and be out of the reach of 
fears, diſturbances, and diſtractions. How long ſhall I 
live at ſuch a diſtance from my God, at ſuch a diſtance 
from my country? Alas, how can 1 ſing the Lord's 
ſong in a ſtrange land? No, I will hang my harp upon 
the willows, and fit down and weep when I remember 
Sion. But yet my fleſh ſhall reſt in hope, and I will 
daily bathe my foul in the ſweet thoughts of my bleſſed 
home. I will rejoice in hopes of what I do not yet en- 


Joy, and content myſelf with the taſte of what I ſhall 
| The 


thortly have my fill of. 


— 
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The Lord grant the requeſt I daily pour out before 


him, and make us furtherances to each other's ſoul, that 


we may quicken and promote and forward one another 
in his ways. Help me by thy prayers as thou doſt al- 
ways, The God of all peace tid comfort be with thee 
my {ſweet love, Farewell, thine beyond expreſſion,- 


Joszen ALLEiNE,. 


LETTER XXVI. 


{ GOD is a 5aT1sry1NG PorrtiON, ] | 


| My moſt dear Friend, . 4h 
H*? not my right hand long ſince forgot its cun- 


ning, and the Almighty ſhook the pen out of my 


hand, I ſhould long ere this have written to thee ; but 
it is a wonder of divine power and goodneſs, that my 
foul had not before this time dwelt in filence, and that 
death had not put the long period to all my writing and 
converſe. 

Long is the ſong of love that I have to tell thee, 1 
rejoice in the conſtancy of thy love, that the waters of 
ſo long a filence, and fo great a diſtance have not yet 
quenched it, but thy defires are towards me, and thy 
heart is with me, though Providence hath hindered me 
from thy much-defired company, I will aſſure thee, it 
hath been a pleaſure to my heart a good part of this 
ſummer, to hope that I ſhould come one half of the way 
to give thee a meeting; but ſuch is my weakneſs hitherto, 
. that I am torced to put off thoſe hopes till the ſpring ; 
when, if God gives me ſtrength to ride, I intend to ſee 
thee before mine own home. I thank thee for all the 
dear expreſſions of thy fervent love: my expences have 
been vaſt ; but ſurely goodneſs and mercy hath followed 
me, and do follow me in every place, and in every 
change of my condition : ſo that as to temporals I have 
lack of nothing, and as for ſpirituals, I abound and ſuper- 
abound, and the ſtreams of my comforts have been full 
and running over: The joy of the Lord hath been my 
ſtrength at the weakeſt, and in the multitude of my 
thoughts within me, his comforts have refreſhed my 
ſoul. I have found God a ſatisfying portion to me, and 
have fat down under his ſhadow with great delight, and 
his fruit is moſt ſweet to my taſte : fle is my ſtrength 


and my ſong; for I will talk of him, and write of him 


with 
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with perpetual pleaſure, Through grace, I can ſay, 
methinks I am now in my element, ſince I have begun 
to make mention of him, I am rich in him, and happy 
in him, and my ſoul ſaith unto him with David, Thou 
haſt made me moſt bleſſed for evermore, and happy is 


- 


the hour that ever I was born, to be made partaker of, 
ſo blifsful a treaſure, ſo endleſs a felicity, e 
a prerogative. as I have in him: O ſweet are his con- 
verſes z how delightful it is to triumph in his love, 
Methinks the ſtory of the lepers comes not unaptly to 
my mind, who ſaid one to another when they had eat 
and drunk and carried gle frat and gold and raiment,. 
and went and hid it, „We do not well, this day is a 
day of good tidings, and we hold our peace,” It is fit 
that I ſhould be-clothed with ſhame ; I acknowledge be- 
fore God who trieth the hearts, I am unworthy, ever- 
laſtingly unworthy, but it is not fit that he ſhould loſe. 
his praiſe, nay rather let him be more adored, and mag- 
nified, and admired, for ever and ever. Bleſs the Lord, 
O my ſoul, blefs the Lord, O my friend, let us exalt his 
name together; he is my ſolace in my ſolitude, he is my 
ſtanding comforter, my tried friend, my ſure refuge, 
my ſafe retreat; he is my paradiſe, he is my heaven; 
and my heart is at reſt in him: and I will fit and ſing 
under his ſnadow, as a bird among the branches. And 
whither ſhould 1 go but unto him Shall 1 leave the 
fatneſs of the olive, and the ſweetneſs of the kg-tree, 
and of the vine, and go and put my truſt under the 
ſhadow of the bramble? No, I have made my ever- 
laſting choice: this is my reſt for ever, he is my well- 
beloved, in whom I am well pleaſed. Suffer me to boaſt 
a little here, I may glory without vanity, and I can 
praiſe him without end or meaſure, but, I have nothing 
to ſay of myſelf: I find thou doſt over · value me; fet 
the crown upon the head of Chriſt, let nothing be great 
with thee but him, give him the glory: God that 
knoweth all things, knoweth my poverty, how little, 
how low, and how mean I am, and how ſhort I come 
of the attainments -of the ſaints, who yet. themſelves 


come ſo exceedingly ſhort of the rule that God hath ſet. 
before us; I often think of the complaint of the de- 


yout Mr. de Renty, «1 feel myſelf very poor this week ; 
and very defc&rve in the love of God; if you would 
know wherein you * me, love God more: that 

What 
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what is wanting in me, may be made up in the abun- 


dance of your love: in this thou mayeſt moſt highly 

leaſure me: love God a little the better, praiſe him a 
F:tle the more for my ſake ; let me have this to pleaſe 
myſelf in, that God is a little the better loved for me, 
and that I have blowed up, if it be but one ſpark 


of divine love in the boſom of my deareſt friends to- 


wards him. 28 

Thy cautions are acceptable to me, I defire to pro- 
vide for manifold changes and ſtorms; I know I am not 
'yet in the harbour; O pray with me that I enter not 
into temptation, for I am very weak in ſpirit, as well 
as in body, God knoweth ; ſomewhere or other I muſt 
break off; and thou wilt ſay it is time to ſhut up; for 
once only know, that I am thy daily orator, and will 
be whilſt I ive : and yet once more, I muſt have room 
to add my thankful acknowledgment of thine, with our 
moſt dear affections to you both, I commend you to the 
God of love, ſtill abiding, Thy faſt and ſure 


Bath, Oct. 12, 1668. 
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Dear Coufin, 


1 welcome tidings of your ſafe arrival at Barbadoes 
is come to my ears; as alſo the news of your eſcape 
from a perilous ſickneſs, for which I bleſs the Lord, I 
have conſidered, that God had bereft you of a careful 
father, and that your mother. takes but little care for 
you ; ſo that you have none nearer than myſelf to watch 
for your ſoul, and to charge and admoniſh you in the 
Lord. | 

But yet, be not difcouraged by theſe things, but look 
to heaven, fly unto Jelus, put away every known lin, 
fet upon the conſcientious performance of every known 
duty ; make Chriſt your choice, embrace him upon his 
own terms: deliver up yourſelf, body and ſoul to him: 
ſee that you have no reſerves nor limitations in your 
choice of him; give him your very heart; caſt away 
your worldly hopes and expectations, make religion 
your buſineſs. 
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them again and again; do not paſs t 


N. AF 
Theſe things do and you ſhall be ſure of a friend in 
heaven; and, if I may be any comfort to you, you ſhall 
not fail, while I live, to have one friend on earth to 


care for you. You are gone far from me, even to the 


uttermoſt parts of the earth: but I have ſent theſe letters 


to call after you; yea, not only to call, but to cry in 


your ears, 'O what is like to become of your ſoul! 
Where is that immortal ſoul of yours like to be lodged 
for ever? Amongſt devils or angels? Upon a bed of 
flames, or in the joys of paradiſe ? | 
Go aſide; retire from the noiſe of the world, and ſay 


*to yourſelf, Oh my foul | Whither art thou going? Do 


not I know that 1 muſt be converted or condemned That 1 
muſt be F ares N or I can never be ſaved? Oh my ſoul! 
What ſeekeſt thou? What is my chief care? ls it for 
this world, or the world to come? Do I firſt ſeek the 
kingdom of heaven, and the righteouſneſs thereof ? 
Do 1 think heaven will drop into my mouth? That 
glory and immortality will be got with a wet finger, 


with cold prayers, and heartleſs wiſhes, while the world 


has my heart? Do I think to be crowned, and yet 
never fight? To gain the race and never run? To 
enter at the ſtrait gate, and never ſtrive? To overcome 
principalities and powers, and never wreſtle? No, no; 
Oh my ſoul, either lay by the hopes of heaven for ever, 


or rouſe up thyſelf, put forth thy ſtrength after God and 
glory; either lay by thy worldly hopes, or thy hopes of 


immortality; away with thy -fins, or let Chriſt go for 
ever; think not to have Chriſt and the world too, to 
ſerve God and mammon: if thou follow the world as 
thy deſire and delight, thou mult die: the Lord hath 
ſpoken it, and all the world can never reverſe it. Thus 
reaſon the caſe with your own ſoul, and give not reſt to 
thyſelf night or day, till thou art gotten off from the 
world, broken off from every known fin, and got ſafe 


into Chriſt, 


Dear couſin, I charge you by the Lord, to obſerve 
theſe things; pray over them, —.— over them, read 
em over as flight 

and ordinary things: your foul is at ſtake, it is your 
{alvation which is concerned in them; think not that I 


am in jeſt with you, I travel in birth for you, till 
_ Chriſt be formed in your heart, Why ſhould you die? 


Oh repent and live, lay hold on eternal life, win Chriſt, 
d | F 2 | and 


P COVERS 


main, your loving and careful Uncle, 


but alſo, as bringing mo news of fome ſpiritual good 
 abat you have received 
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and you win all. Oh be thankful to the Lord, that 
though you are fatherleſs and friendleſs, yet you have 
one Remembrancer to warn you to flee from the wrath 
to come. God forbid that I ſhould find you at laſt in 
the place of torments, for your not embracing theſe 
councils, To conclude, I charge you as a Miniſter, as 
a Father, Take heed of theſe three things : 


1. Left the gain of the world prove the loſs of your Soul: 
2. Left company draw you from God : 


3. Left a lofty or a worldly heart ſhould thrufl you out 
ef the Kingdom of Heaven, # 4 6 | 


Oh labour, whatever you do, for an humble heart: 


Be little, be vile in your own eyes; ſeek not after great 


things; be poor in ſpirit : without this, heaven will be 
ro place for you. Your lot is fallen in a place of great 
wickedneſs, where your ſoul is in much danger, where 
your temptations are many, and your helps for heaven 
but few : where good examples are rare, and many will 
entice you to fin and vanity, O! look about you, 
conſider. your danger, fear leſt you ſhould miſcarry for 
ever. I can but warn you and pray for you: But 
though you have none to overſee you, remember the 
eye of God is upon you, to obſerve all your actions, 
and that he will ſurely bring all your practices into 
his judgment. I commend you to the Lord, and re- 


JoSEPH AxTZixx. 


Hugult 19, 4668. 
L E T T E R XxxVIII. 

Dear Friend, 8 

OUR letter was exceeding welcome to me, not onhy 


as teviying the remembrance of our old friendſhip, 


me, which is the beſt tidings 
that 1 can receive: For what do I live for, but to be 
uleful to ſouls in my generation? I deſire no other 


buſineſs than to pleaſe and honour my God, and ſerve 
my generation in that ſhort allowance of time 1 have 


o 
- 


here. Shall 1 commend to yon the leſſon that I am 


about 
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about to learn? It is, to be entirely devoted to the Lord, 
that I may be able to ſay after the Apoſile, For me to live 


is Chriſt, I would not be ſerving God only for a day in 
the week, or an hour or two in the day; but every day, 
and all the day. I am ambitious to come up to that of 


our Lord and Maſter, To do always thoſe things that pleaſe 


God. I plainly ſee that ſelf-ſeeking is ſelf-undoingy and 


that then we promote ourſelves beſt, When we-pleaſe 
God moſt, I find, that when I have done all, if God 


be not pleaſed, I have done nothing : And if I can but 


- approve myſelf to God, my work is done: I reckon. I 


do not live, that time I do not live to God.. 1 

Lam fain to cut off ſo many hours from my days, and 
ſo. many years from my life, as I have lived to myſelf. 
I find no enemy ſo dangerous as myſelf, and O that 
others may take warning by my hurt: O that I had 
lived wholly to God | Then had every day and every 
hour that I have ſpent, been found upon my account at 


” 


that day: Then I had been rich indeed, in treaſure laid 


up there, whither I am apace removing; then I had 
been every day and hour adding to the heap, and in- 
creaſing the reward which God of his mere grace hath 

romiſed, even to the meaneſt work that is done to 
Hug I perceive I am an eternal loſer by acting no more 
for God; for what is done to myſelf is loſt ; but what 
is done for God, is done for ever, and ſhall receive an 
everlaſting reward,  Verily, if there be a world to come, 
and an eternal ſtate after this ſhort life, it is our only 


wiſdom to be removing, and, as it were, tranſplanting 


and tranſporting what we can from hence into that coun- 


try, to which we are ſhortly to be removed, that what 


we are now doing we may reap the fruit of for ever, 
Well, let us be wholly ſwallowed up in religion, and 
know no other intereſt but Jeſus Chriſt, I cannot ſay, 
I have already attained ; but this my heart is ſet to 
learn, that in all that I do, whether ſacred or civil 
actions, ſtill I may be doing but one work, and driving 
on one defign, That God may be pleaſed by me, and glorified 
in me ; That not only my praying, preaching, alms, may 
be found upon my account; but even my eating, drink - 
ing, ſleeping, viſits, diſcourſes, becauſe they are done 


to God. Joo often do I miſs my mark; but I will tell 


= what are the rules I ſet myſelf; Never to lie down 
ut in the name of Cod: not barely for natural refyeſn- 
0 F 3 ment 


4. but to ſtrengthen myſelf for my ma 
<< to make a viſit, but to leave ſomething of Ged where 
4 J go; and in every company to leave ſome good ſa- 
4c your behind.“ This is that which I am preſſing hard 
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ment, but that a wearied ſervant of Chriſt may be re- 


cruited and fitted to ſerve him better the next day. 
« Never to riſe up but with this reſolution, I will go 
«& forth this day in the name of God, and will make re- 
« ligion my buſineſs, and ſpend the day for eternity. 
« Never to enter upon my calling, but firſt thinking, [ 
« will do theſe things as unto God,” becauſe he re- 


| quireth theſe things at my hands in the place and ſtation 


e hath put me into. · Never to fit down to table, but 
4 reſolving I will not eat merely to previ my appetite, 
ter's work. Never 


after: And if 1 ftrive not to walk by theſe rules, let 
this paper be a witneſs againſt me, 

I perceive you are otherwiſe perſuaded in ſome things 
than I am: But however, I truſt we meet in our end. 
May it be your whole ſtudy to gain fouls, and to build 


them up in holineſs, which is with too many the leaſt 


of their cares. One duty (miſerably negle&ed) I ſhall} 


be bold to recommend from my own experience, and 


that is, the viſiting your whole flock from houſe to 
Houſe, and enQUININE into therr ſpiritual eſtates particu- 
larly, and dealing plainly and truly with them about 
their converſton to God: 

' You fee how free I am with you; but I know your 
eandour, FT rejoice in your happy yoke-fellow : Salute 
her from your old friend, and accept of the unfeigned 
reſpects of him who is, Sir, your real and faithful 
friend, ' _ Joszrau ALtLzing, 


L X T R R XXIX. 
[Toa Mixiszzx in Pzzsox. 1 
Worthy Sir, 3 


FT: was but a little after my releaſe from my own con- 


A finement but I heard of yours; and now write to 
=_ as one that hath taken a higher degree than ever, 
eing commenced priſoner of Chriſt, I was once af- 


feed with the picture of a devout man, to whom a voice 
came down from heaven, ſaying, Quid vis eri _ te ? 
—_ * 0 
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To which he anſwered, Niki, Domine, ni pats ac con- 
temni pro te. Undoubtedly, Sir, it is our real glory to 


be throughout conformed to Jeſus Chriſt, not only in 


his ſanctity, but in his ſufferings, I doubt not your con- 
ſolations in Chriſt ſuper-abound in all your tribulations 


— 


for him: Yet let me add this, That you have a Whole 


ſhoal of promiſes come in to you, Which you had not 
before; I mean all the promiſes to ſuffering faints, in 
, which they have not ſo immediate a relation, unleſs in 
a ſuffering ſtate: and doubtleſs he hath got well, that 
| hath gotten ſuch a number of exceeding great and pre- 

cious promiſes. 1 8 | | 
I can tell you little good of myſelf ; but this I can 


ſay, That the promiſes of God were never ſo ſweet to 


me, as ſince my impriſoned ſtate. . It ſhames me that I 
have let ſuch a treaſure lie by ſo long, and have made 
ſo little uſe of it. Never did my ſoul know the heaven 
of a believer's life, till I learnt to live a liſe of praiſe, 


and ſo ſet home the unſpeakable riches of the divine 


romiſes, to which, through grace, I am made an heir. 
| verily perceive that all our work were done, if we 
could but prevail with ourſelves and others to live like 


. believers; to tell all the world by our carriage, that 


there is ſuch pleafantnefs in Chriſt's ways, ſuch beauty 
in holineſs, — reward to obedience, as we profeſs to 
believe! | . | 

It is but a little while that priſons ſhall hold us, or 


that we ſhall dwell in dirty fleſh, Porphyry tells us of 


Plotinus, that he was aſhamed to ſee himſelf in the body; 
to ſee a divine and immortal ſoul in a priſon of fleſh for 
ſo they held the body to be.) Well, theſe ſhackles muſt 
ſhortly fall off; our Lord doth not long intend us for 
this lower region: ſurely he is gone to prepare a place 
for us: yea, and he will come again, and receive us to 
himſelf, that where he is, we may be alſo, And what 
have we to do, but to believe, and wait, and love, and 
long, and look out for his coming, in which is all our 


hope? It will be time enough for us to be preferred 


then. We know before-hand who ſhall then be upper- 
moſt, Our Lord hath ſhewed us where our places thall 
be, even at his own right hand ; and what he will fay 
to us, Come ye bleſſed. Surely we ſhall ſtand in his 
Judgment ; he hath promiſed to ſtand'our friend : let us 


look for the joy ful day: and ſure as there is a God, this 


day 


* 


Cad, 


day will come, and then it ſhall go well with us. What 
if bonds and baniſhment abide us for a ſeaſon ? This is 
nothing but what our Lord hath told us, “The world 
ſhall rejoice, but ye ſhall lament : ye ſhall be ſorrowful, 
but your ſorrow ſhall be turned into joy.” Oh how 
reviving are his words! «© I will ſee you again, and 
your heart ſhall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh 
from you,” 

If that miſerable wretch leapt chearfully off the ladder, 
ſaying, 1 all be a queen in hell: with what joy ſhould 
we do and ſuffer for God, knowing that we ſhall be 
crowned in heaven? There are wonderful preparations 
making for us: the Lord make us meet to be partakers, 
It was the higheſt commendation that ever that worthy 
X. Baxter received, which fell from his ſcoffing adver- 
ſary Tilenus, Totum Puritaniſmum totus ſpirat. Oh that 
this may be true of us and ours! | 

Let your true yoke-fellow, and my chriſtian friends 
with you, have my hearty commendation : and thele 
. counſels I pray you give them from me. ” 

1. To habituate themſelves, both as to their thoughts and 
diſcourſes, more thoroughly than ever to holineſs. Brethren, 
-I would teach you the leſſon that I reſolve to learn, 
That your minds and tongues may as naturally run upon 
the things of heaven, as others on the things of this 
world, Why ſhould it not be thus? I am ſure God 
and heaven as well deſerve to be thought on, and talked 
of, as froth and vanity. There are many that have in a 
great meaſure learnt this leſſon, and why ſhould not we? 
What if it be hard at firſt? every thing is ſo to a be- 
ginner. And is not ours a religion of ſelf-denial? If 
- we do but force ourſelves a while to holy thoughts, and 
heavenly diſcourle, it will grow habitual to us, and then 
it will be moſt natural, familiar, and ſweet, O what 
gainers will you be, if you learn this leſſon ! 

It is the ſhame of religion, that chriſtians are ſo un- 
like themſelves, unleſs upon their knees, Our lives and 
language ſhould tell the world what we, are, and whither 
we are going. Chriſtians, let little things content you 
in the world, but aſpire after great things in the grace 
of God, Many do little think, what high degrees of 
. holineſs they may grow up to even in this life, with 
- pains and diligence. Sirs, be you men of great deſigns: 
- think it not enough if you have wherewith to bear your 

YO ; | charges 
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charges to heaven; but aſpire to be great in the court 
of heaven, favourites of the Moſt High, of tall growth, 
ſingular communion, that you may burn and ſhine in 
your place, that you may ſavour of heaven wherever 

ou come, and that there may be an even-ſpun thread 
of holineſs running through your whole courſe. It is 
our diſgrace, that there is ſo little difference to be ſeen 
in the ordinary converſation of believers and other menz 
Is it not a ſhame, that when we are in company with 
others, this ſhould be all the difference that is to be 
feer, that we will not curſe and ſwear? If you will 
honour the goſpel, bring forth your religion out of your 
cloſets into your ſhops, trades, viſits; and exemplify 
the rules of religion in the management of all your re- 


lations, and in your ordinary converſe. Let there be 


no place or company that you come into, in which you 
do not drop ſomething of God: this will be the glory 
of religion, and we ſhall never convince the world till 
we come to this. May you come, my brethren, out of 
your priſons with your faces ſhining, having your minds 
ſeaſoned, and your tongues 1 6 with holineſs: may your 
mouths be as a well of life, from whence may flow the 


holy ſtreams of edifying diſcourſe; may you ever re- 


member, as you are fitting in your houſes, going by the 
way, lying down, riling up, what the Lord doth then 


require of you, 


2. To improve their preſent retirements from the world, 


for the ſettling. their ſpiritual eater. It is a common 


complaint amongſt chriſtians, that they want aſſurance. 
Oh, if any of you that wanted aſſurance when you came 
to priſon, may carry that bleſſing out, What happy 
gainers would you be! Now you are called more than 


ever to ſelf-ſearching. Now bring your graces to the 


touchſtone, Be much in ſelf-obſervation, Reſt nat in 
probable hopes. Think not that it is enough that you 
can ſay, you hope it is well. Be reſtleſs till you can 
lay, that you know eit is well; that you know you are 
paſſed from death to life. | 585 
Think not that this is a privilege that only a few may 
expect. Obſerve but theſe three things: 85 
1. To take heed of laying the marks of ſalvation either 


too high or too low. 


2. To be much in obſerving the frame, and bent, and 
workings of your own hearts Epps 


. 
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9. To be univerſally conſcientious, and to be conſtant in 


even and cloſe walking, and then I doubt not but you 


will have a ſettled aſſurance, and know and feel that 

peace of God that paſſeth all underſtanding, 
I wiſh: your priſon may be a paradiſe of peace, and a 

Patmos of divine diſcoveries, Lord Jeſus ſet to thy Amen, 


J am, Sir, your unworthy brother and companion in the 
kingdom and patience of Jeſus, 


Joszen ALLEINE. 
Jan. 10, 1664. 


E. 


To the moſt beloved People, the Servants of Gov in 


Taunton, Salvation, 


_ Moſt dearly beloved and longed for, my Joy and Crown: 


Y heart's deſire and prayer for you is, that you 
may be ſaved. This is that which I have been 
praying and ſtudying, and preaching for theſe many 
years : and this 1s the end of my ſuffering, and writ- 


ing at this preſent time, I ſeek not other gifts, give 


me your hearts, let me but part between your fins and 


you; ſuffer me but to ſave you; give me leave to carry 


you over to Jeſus Chriſt, and I will not aſk you any 
more. I will ſerve you gladly, I will ſuffer for you 
thankfully, ſo I may but ſave you. Do not wonder 


*why I follow you ſo preſlingly, why I call upon you fo 
Frequently ; let not my importunity be grievous to you, 


all this is but to ſave you. Chrift did not think his 
blood, and ſhall I think my breath too dear in order to 


your ſalvation ; what pity is it, that any of you ſhould 


miſcarry at laſt, under the power of ignorance, or by a 


profane negligence, or a formal and lifeleſs profeſſion of 


godlineſs ? 

Beloved, I am afraid of you, leſt (as to many of you) 
I have run in vain, I cannot but thankfully acknow- 
ledge, that there are not a few of you who are the joy 
of your Miniſters, and the glory of Chriſt, But it can- 
not be diſſembled, that far the greater number give little 
ground to hope, they are in the ſtate of ſalvation. And 
muſt not this be a pinching thought to a compaſſionate 


teacher, that he cannot perſuade men, but that the PR 
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of them will wilfully throw away themſelves ?- Is it not 
a woful ſight, to behold the devils driving a great part 
of our miſerable flocks, (as they did once the herd of 


ſwine) violently down the hill, till they be choaked in 
the water, drowned in the gulph of endleſs perdition ? 


Ah miſerable ſpettacle! What through the wilful blind- 
neſs of ſome, the looſeneſs and ſenſuality of others, the. 
halving, and cold, and cuſtomary religion of others, 
how great a number of our poor flocks, is Satan like to 
carry utterly away from us, after all that hath been done 


to ſave them ? 


Yet I cannot but call after them. Hearken unto me, 
O ye children. How long will ye love vanity, and 


truſt in lying words? As the Lord liveth, you are loſt, 


except you turn: Wherefore turn yourſelves and live 


ye, Ah how mercy wooeth you! How 1t waiteth to 
be gracious! Hear, O ſinners, hear, See you not how 


the merciful Saviour of the world ſtretcheth forth his 


hands all the day long, and ſpreadeth forth his wings, 
and calleth you as a hen doth her chickens! Hear you 


not the ſounding of his bowels? He hath no need of 


you: yet how do his compaſlion melt over periſhing 
finners? His heart is turned within him, and ſhall not 


this turn your hearts? His repentings are kindled to- 


gether, and ſhall not this lead you to repentance? Be- 
hold, he ſtandeth at the door and knocketh. O man, 
wilt thou keep Jeſus at the door, and lodge Barabbas in 
thy boſom ? Oh his melting love to finners! He calleth 
after them, he weepeth over them, he crieth to them, 
How long, ye ſimple ones, will you love ſimplicity ?P 
Will you not be made clean? When ſhall it once be ? 
Why will you die? Turn you at my reproof : behold, 
I will pour out my ſpirit upon you. Sinner, art thou 
not yet melted? Oh come in at his loving calls. Come 
out from thy ſins : Touch the ſceptre of grace and live : 
why ſhouldſt thou be daſhed in pieces by his iron rod? 
Kiſs the Son: why ſhouldſt thou periſh in the way p 


Set up Jeſus as thy king, leſt he count thee for his 


enemy, . becauſe thou wouldſt not that he ſhould reign 

over thee, and ſo thou be called forth and ſlain before 

him. Oh how dreadful will this caſe be, to die by the 

hand of a Saviour! Oh double hell, to have thy Re- 

deemer become thy executioner! And the hand that 

was ſo long ſtretched forth to ſave thee, to be now 
'  Rretched 
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ſtretched forth to ſlay thee! And the merciful heart of 
Chriſt himſelf hardened againſt thee, ſo that he ſhould 
call thee forth, and hew thee in pieces, as Samuel did 
Agag before the Lord. 

Beloved, I deſpair of ever bringing you to ſalvation, 
without ſanctification: or poſſeſſing you with happineſs 
without perſuading you to holineſs, God knows I 
have not the leaſt hope ever to ſee one of your faces 
in heaven, except you be ſanctified, and exerciſe your- 


ſelves unto godlineſs. This is that I drive at, I be- 


ſeech you ſtudy to further perſonal godlineſs, and family 
podlinefs. 

1. rows godlineſs. Let it be your firſt care to ſet 
up Chriſt in your hearts, See that you make all your 
worldly intereſts ſtoop to him, that you be entirely and 
unreſervedly devoted to him. If you deliberately and 
ordinarily harbour any ſin, you are undone, See that 
you unfeignedly take the laws of Chriſt, as the rule of 
your words, thoughts, and actions; and fubje& your 
whole man, faithfully to him. If you have a true re- 


ſpe& unto all God's commandments, you are ſound at 


heart, O ſtudy to get the image and impreſs of Chriſt 
upon you Within, Begin with your hearts, elſe you 
build without a foundation, Labour to get a ſaving 
change within, or elle alk external performances will 
be to no purpoſe. And then ſtudy to ſhew forth the 
power of godlineſs in your life, Let piety be your 
buſineſs. It is the higheſt point of juſtice, to give God 
his due. Beware that none of you be a prayerleſs per- 
ſon: for that is a certain diſcovery of a Chriſtleſs and 
a graceleſs perſon. Suffer not your Bibles to gather duſt, 
See that you converle daily with the word. That man 
can never lay claim to bleſſedneſs, whoſe delight is not 
in the law of the Lord. Let meditation and ſelf-ex- 
amination be your daily exerciſe, elſe the Papiſts, yea 
the Pagans will condemn us, If ever you come to any 
growth in holineſs, without the conſtant ule of this 
practice, I am groſsly deceived, And therefore I be- 
leech, yea even charge you by the Lord, that you would 


daily examine yourſelves, 


But piety without charity is but the half of Chriſti- 
anity, or rather impious Hypocriſy, See therefore that 
you do juſtly, and love mercy, and let equity and cha- 
rity run like an even thread, through all your dealings, 

Be 
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Be you temperate in all things, and let chaſtity and 


ſobriety be your undivided companions. Let truth and 


purity, ſeriouſneſs and modeſty, heavenly- mindedneſs 
and gravity be the conſtant ornaments of your ſpeech, 
Let patience and humility, ſimplicity and fincerity, 
ſhine in all parts of your converſation, See that you 
forget and forgive wrongs, and requite them with kind. 
nels. Be merciful in your cenſures, and put the moſt 
favourable conſtruction upon your brethren's carriage, 
Be flow'in promiſing, punctual in fulfilling, - Let meek- 
neſs, innocency, affableneſs, yieldingneſs, and courteſy, 


commend your converſation to all men, Let none of 


your relations want that love and loyalty, that reverence 
and duty, that tenderneſs, care, and vigilancy, which 
their ſeveral places and capacities call for. This is true 
godlineſs, I charge you before the Moſt High God, 
that none of you be found a ſwearer, or a lyar, a lover 
of evil company, or a ſcoffer, or malicious, or covetous, 
or a drunkard, or a glutton, unrighteous in his dealing, 
unclean in his living, or a quarreller, or a thief, or 
a back-biter, or a railer: For I denounce unto you 
from the living God, that damnation 1s the end of 
all ſuch, 

2. Family Godlineſs, He that hath ſet up Chriſt in 
his heart, will be ſure to itudy to ſet him up in his 
houſe, Let every family with you be a Chriſtian 
Church; every houſe, a houſe of prayer; every houſ- 
hold a houſhold of faith, Let every houſholder ſay, 
with 7oftiua, I with my houſe will ſerve the Lord,” 
and with David, „I will walk within my houſe with a 
perfect heart.“ 


Firſt, Let Religion be in your families, not as a matter 


by the by, but the ſtanding buſineſs of the houſe, Let 
them have your prayers as duly as their meals ; is there 
any of your families but have time for their taking food ? 


Wretched man! Canſt thou find time to eat, and not 


time to pray ? 
fondly Settle it upon your hearts, that your ſouls 


are bound up in the ſouls of your family, They are 
committed to you, and (if they be loſt through your 
negle&) will be required at your hands: Sirs, if you do 
not, you ſhall know that the charge of ſouls is a heavy 
charge, and that the blood of ſouls is a heavy guilt, O 
man ! haſt thou a charge of ſouls to anſwer for, __ doſt 
thou 
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thou not yet beſtir thyſelf for them, that their blood 
may not be found in thy ſkirts? Wilt thou do no more 
for immortal ſouls, than thou wilt do for the beaſts that 
periſh? What doſt thou do for thy children and ſer— 
vants? Thou piovideſt meat and drink for them, and 
doſt thou not the ſame for thy beaſts? Thou givelt 
them medicines, and cheriſheſt them when they are 
ſick, and doſt thou not fo much for thy ſwine? More 
particularly, 


1. Let the ſolemn reading of the word, and ſinging 


of Pſalms, be your family exerciſes, See Chriſt ſinging 
with his family, his diſciples, Matt. xxvi. 30. Luke 
ix. 18. 

2. Let every perſon in your family be duly called to an 
account of their profiting by the word heard or read, as they 
are about doing your own buſineſs, This is a duty of con- 
{ſequence unlpeakable, and would be a means to bring 
thoſe under your charge to remember and profit by 
what they receive. 

g. Often take account f the ſouls under yaur care, con- 
cerning their Spiritual Eſtates, Make enquiry into their 
conditions, inſiſt much upon the ſinfulneſs and miſery 
of their natural eſtate, and upon the neceſſity of re- 
generation, in order to their ſalvation. Admoniſhing 
them gravely of their fins, and encourage good be- 
- ginnings, Follow them earneſtly, and let them have 
no quiet, till you fee in them a ſaving change, This 
is a duty of high conſequence, but fearfully neglected 
by ſome, Doth not conſcience ſay, Thou art the 

Man? 
4. Look to the ſtrict ſandifying of the Sabbath by: all of 
your houſholds, Many poor families have little time elſe. 
O improve but your Sabbath-days as diligently in doing 
your Maker's work, as you do the other days in doing 
your own work, and I doubt not but you 'may come to 
ſome proficiency. | 

5. Let the morning and evening ſacrifice of ſolemn prayer, 
be daily offered up in all your families. Beware they be 
not found among the families that call not upon God's 
name; for why ſhould there be wrath: from the Lord 
upon your families? O miſerable families, without 
Cod in the world, that are without family prayer! 
What have you ſo many family ſins, family wants, 
family miſeries, and yet no family prayers? How 

do 
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do you pray with all prayer and ſupplication, if yaw 


do not with family prayer; Say not, I have no time, 


What! haſt: thou all thy time on purpoſe to ſerve God, 
and ſave thy ſoul, and is this that for which thou canſt, 
find no time? Pinch, out of your meals. and ſleep, 


rather than want for prayer? Say not, my bulinels  - 
will not give leave. This is thy greateſt buſineſs, to 


ſave thyſelf, and the fouls committed to thee. In, a 
word, the bleſſing of all is to be got by prayer, And 
what is thy buſineſs without God's bleſſing? Say not, 
J am not able. Uſe thy one talent, and God will 
increaſe it. Helps are to be had till thou art better 
able. | 1 rt 

6: Put every one in your families upon private prayer. 
Obſerve whether any perform it. Get them the help of 


a form, if they need it, till they are able to go without. 


Direct them how to pray, by minding them of their ling, 
wants, and mercies, the materials of prayer. 

7. Set up Catechizing in your families, at leaſt once 
every week. It was my parting, dying requeſt, that 
you would ſet up and maintain this duty in your fami- 
lies. Have. you all done it accordingly? Cannot your 
conſciences witneſs, cannot your families witneſs, you 
have not? Well, I thought my parting words would 
have done ſomething wich you: I hoped the tervent 
requeſt. of a dying Miniſter, would have prevailed for 
ſuch a ſmall matter with you. To. this day without 
ſolemn catechizing in your houſes! Ah, what a diſ- 
couragement to your teacher is this? Brethren, ſhall 
Iyet prevail with you? Will you reje& me allo? O 


let me perſuade you, before you take off your eyes from 


theſe lines, to reſolve to ſet upon the conſtant exerciſe 
of this duty. Surely I have done, and ſuffered more for 
you than this comes to: Will you deny me? I beleech 
you, let me find if ever God brings me again to viſit 
your houtes, that the words of a ſuffering Miniſter 
have ſome power with you. 1 have ſent you help on 
purpoſe: What ſhall all my perſuaſions be but ſpeak- 
ing to the wind? Beloved, have you not read of the 
Almighty's charge, © That you ſhould teach theſe things 
diligently to your children, and talk of them as you fit 
in your houſes, and train them up in the way they 
ſhould go.” Hath God ſo commended Abraham, that 
he would teach his children and his houſhold, Gen, 
G 2 xviii. 
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xviii. 19. and given ſuch a promiſe to him thereupon, 
and will not you put in for a ſhare either in the praiſe 
or the promiſe ? Say not they are careleſs, and will 
not learn. What have you your authority for, if not 
to uſe it for God, and the good of their fouls? You 
will call them up, and force them to do your work; 
and ſhould you not at leaſt be as zealous in putting 
them upon God's work? Say not, „they are dull and 
not capable.” If they be dull, God requires of you 
the more pains and patience; but ſo dull as they are, 
you will make them learn how to work; and can they 
not learn how to live? Are they capable of the myſ- 
teries of your trade, and are they not capable of the 
plain principles of religion? — Well, as ever you would 
lee the growth of religion, the cure of ignorance, the 
remedy of profaneneſs, the downfall of error, fulfil ye 
my joy with going through with this duty. 

I have been long, and yet I am afraid my letter will 
be ended before my work is done : How loath am I to 
leave you, before I have prevailed with you to ſet to 
this work? Will you paſs your promiſe, will you give 
me your hands? O that you would! You cannot do 
me a greater pleaſure. Beloved, why ſhould you not 
give the hand one to another, and mutually engage each 
to other, for more vigorous and diligent endeavours, 
in promoting family godlineſs, I muſt tell you, God 
looks for more than ordinary from you, in ſuch a day 
as this. He expetts that you ſhould do both in your 

hearts and in your houſes, ſomewhat more than ever, 
under theſe his extraordinary diſpenſations. My moſt 
dearly beloved, mine own bowels in the Lord, will 
you ſatisfy the longings of a travailing miniſter? Will 
you anſwer the calls of divine Providence ? Would you 
that your children ſhould bleſs you? Oh, then ſet up 
piety in your families. As ever you would be bleſſed, 
or be a blefling, let your heart, and your houſes be the 
temples of the living God, in which his worſhip (ac- 
cording to the fore-mentioned directions] may be with 
conſtancy reverently performed, 


O Father 
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Father of Spirits, that haſt ſet me over thy flock, 
to watch for their ſouls as one that muſt give an 
account: I have long ſtudied thy will, and taught in 
thy name, and do unfeignedly bleſs thee, that any have 
believed my report. I have given unto them the words 
which thou gaveſt me, and they have received them, I 
have manifeſted thy name unto them, and they have 
kept thy word. And now I am no more with them, 
but I come unto thee! Holy Father, keep them thro' 
thine own name; for they are thine. As they have kept 
the word of thy patience, fo keep thou them in the hour 
of temptation, They are but a little and helpleſs flock : 
but thou art their ſhepherd, ſuffer them not to want. 
Do thou feed them, and fold them. Let thy rod and 
thy ſtaff comfort them, and let not the beaſts of prey 
fall upon them, to the ſpoiling of their fouls, | 
But what ſhall I do for them that will not be gathered? 
I have called after them, but they would not anſwer; I 
have charged them in thy Name, but they would not 
hear ; I have ſtudied to ſpeak perſuaſively to them, but 
I cannot prevail. Then I ſaid, I have laboured in vain; 
] have ſpent my ſtrength for nought; yet I cannot give 
them over, much leſs can I give thee over, Lord per- 
ſuade 7aphet to dwell in the tents of Shem. Lord com- 
pel them to come in, and lay thy hands of mercy upon 
them, as thou didſt on lingering Lot, and bring them 
forth, that they may eſcape for their lives, and not be 
conſumed, Lord, I pray thee open their eyes that they 
may ſee, and lay hold upon their hearts by thy omni- 
potent grace. Do thou turn them, and they ſhall be 
turned: O bring back the miſerable captives, and ſuffer 
not the enemy of mankind to drive away the moſt of 
the flock before mine eyes, and to deride the fruitleſs 
endeavours of thy labourers, and boaſt over them, that 
he can do more with them, though he ſeek to ruin them, 
than all the beſeechings, counſels, and charges of thy 
ſervants that ſeek to ſave them, Lord, if I could find 
out any thing that would pierce them, that would make 
its way into their hearts, thou knoweſt I would uſe it. 
But I have been many years pleading thy cauſe in vain, 
O let not theſe endeavours alſo be loſt, O God, find 
out every ignorant, every profane ſinner, every prayer- 
leſs ſoul, and every prayerleſs family, and convince 
them of their miſerable condition, while without thee 
in 
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in the world. Set thy image upon their ſouls, ſet up 
thy worſhip: in their families. Let not pride, igno- 
rance, or floth, keep them in neglect of the means of 
knowledge. Let thine eves be over the place of: my 
deſires for good, from one end. of. the year to the other 
end thereof. Let.every houle therein be a ſeminary of 
religion, and let thoſe. that caſt their eyes upon theſe 
lines, find. thee ng! in by the ſecret influence of thy 
grace into their hearts, and irreſiſtibly engaging them 
to do thy pleaſure, Amen, Amen. 
; JosgyH ALLEINF. 
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HyMNs for a PREACHER of the Gore, 


. I. 


HEPHERD of ſouls, if Thou 18898 
Haſt rais'd me up thy flock to feed, 
(Thy meaneſt' ſervant me) 
O may I all their burthens ſhare, 


And gently i in my boſom bear 
The lambs redeem'd by Thee, 


Thy ſpirit ſend me from above, 
Spirit of meek long-ſuffering love, 
Of all-ſufficient grace; 
Indue me with thy conſtant mind, 
So good, ſo obſtinately kind 
Jo our rebellious race. 


A faithful ſteward of my Loxp, 

Give me to miniſter thy word, 
And in thy ſteps to tread; 

By every ſore temptation tried, 

By ſufferings fully qualified 
Thy ailing flock to lead, 


O may thy bowels yearn in me, 
Whenc'er a wand'ring ſheep | ſee, 
Till thou that ſheep retrieve, 
And let me in thy ſpirit cry 
Why, ſinner, wilt thou-periſh, why, 
When Jesus bids thee live? 


1799 | 
My boſom fill with ſoft diſtreſs, ' =: 
With ſympathizing tenderneſs 
For every tempted ſoul : 
Still would I grieve, and ſuffer ſtill, 


And all their pain and ſickneſs feel, 
Till thou haſt made them whale.” 


But chiefly would I make my moan, 

And deep beneath the burthen groan 
Of thoſe who did run well, 

But fainted in their evil day, 

And ſwerving from the narrow way 
By pride, or paſhon fell. 


Here let me pour but all my tears, 
And ſpend in prayer my mournful years, 
That theſe may riſe renew'd, 
Who have, like me, their Load danied, 
That theſe again may feel applied 
Thine all-atoning blood. 


The love which brought thee from the ſkies, 
And made thy ſoul a ſacrifice, 
Jxsu, on me beſtow ; 
Or let me, Lox, my life reſign 
That theſe, who once were counted thine, 
Again thy voice may know. 


Shepherd, appear, the great,, the good, 
And O! once more remove our Load, 
Repœat our ſins forgiven, 
And mark the ſhecp with thy new name, 
And aſcertain our lawful claim 
To pardon, grace, and heaven, 
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ET hear me, for thy people hear, 
If I have with my Loxd found grace, 
To every rebel foul appear, 
And bear with the backſliding race 
Amongſt thy ſtiff-neck'd people go, 
And all thy ae pity ſhew. 


Forgive 


Forgive us for thy mercy ſake, 
Our multitude of {ins forgive, 
And for thine own poſſeſſion take, 
And bid us to thy glory live, 
Live in thy ſight, and gladly prove - 
Our faith by our obedient love, | - 


The covenant of forgiveneſs ſeal, 

And all thy mighty wonders ſhew, 
Our inbred enemies expel, 

And conquering them to conquer go, 
Till all of ſelf and pride is lain, 
And not one evil thought remain, 


O put it in our inward parts 
The living law of perfett love, 
Write the new precept on our hearts; 
We cannot then from Thee remove, 
Who in thy glorious image ſhine 
Thy people, and for ever thine, 


. 


